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Calcutta station blast kills 4 

-- a bomb exploded Friday at a busy railroad siaiioa 
■ ”°j”S four people and injuring 12 otters, officials and 
wm«es aid. The bomb went off at Sealdab, one of the two mam 
i^roadstabcmsu the eastern metropolis, when a police patrol stopped a 
rnmand wanted to search his bag, said railroad spokesman Gantam 
“J2~T n v? . n 3 an became nervous and dropped the bag and it 
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^“ 3lc ® 011 platform. There was no confirmation that the 
baked to the series of explosions that have rocked India in the 
^week. Last Friday, 13 bombs exploded in Bombay, killing at leas 317 
people (Me page 8) 
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AIR FRANCE TAKES YOU TO NEW YORK 
AT TWICE THE SPEED OF SOUND. 

If your next destination is New York buy an 
Air France first class ticket and experience 
flying at twice the speed of sound. 


For more information: 
call 666055 
or your travel agem. 
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UNRWA condemns 
Israeli killing . 

VIENNA (Agencies) — United 
Nations Relief and Wroks Agen- : 
cy (UNRWA) Commissioner- 
General liter Turkmen Friday 
condemned the killing of UN- 
RWA teacher Yusif Ai Gharib 
who was shot and killed on 

W Thursday when Israeli forces 
opened fire on a group of mour- 
ners near a wake house in the 
Rafah refugee camp in the Gaza 
Strip. “The death of our staff 
member is a result of the wide- 
spread and increased use of force 
that we have seen employed by 
Israeli troops in the Gaza Strip in 
recent months,” said Mr. Turk- 
men, speaking at UNRWA head-' 
quarters in Vienna. The UN- 
RWA teacher, who was struck by 
a live round just above the left 
eyebrow, was pronounced dead 
on arrival by a doctor at the 
nearby UNRWA medical clinic. 
Israeli forces had surrounded part 
of the Rafah refugee camp during 
the late afternoon. Three border 
police vehicles then approached 
‘within 100 metres of the wake 
house just after some 1 ,500 mour- 

* tiers had carried out the ritual 
breaking of the Ramadan fast. A 
spotlight was directed towards 
the wake house and a soldier- 
fired three times resulting in Mr. 
Gharib’s death. 

Russian envoy to 
push peace talks 

TEL AVTV (R) — A Russian 
Foreign Miniary official will visit 
Syria, Jordan, Israel next week to 
to push for the resumption of 
Middle East peace talks, Israel’s 
foreign ministry said Friday. 
“Viktor Posnvalyuk, head of the 
African and Middle East Depart- 
ment of the Russian Foreign 
Ministry, will come to the region 
on March 22 to discuss the peace 
talks,” Israeli foreign ministry 
spokesman Eviatar Manor said. 
Israel’s Davar newspaper said 
Friday that Mr. Posnvalyuk 
would focus his three-day trip on 
persuading the Palestinian de- 
legation to accept a U.S. -Russian 
invitation to resume fire talks on 
April 20. 

•# Guerrillas stage 
raids on Israeli allies 

. MARJAYOUN (R) — Guerril- 
las launched two separate attacks 
against Israeli-backed militiamen 
in South Lebanon Friday, secur- 
ity sources said. Israeli and allied 
gunners retaliated by firing 
dozens of shells into a string of 
villages north of the Jewish state’s 
self-proclaimed “security zone" 
in the south, they said. There 
were no reports of casualties in ! 
the attacks or the shelling. In the j 
first attack, guerrillas fired auto- ; 
raatic rifles and rocket-propelled 
grenades at a South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia post on 
Sbonmariyeh hill on the edge of . 
the 15-kilometre deep zone. A 
few hours later, an SLA patrol in 
Rshaf was targetted by a number 
of shells fired from outside the 
enclave. 

U.S. Supreme Court 
justice retires 

WASHINGTON (R) — Justice 
Byron White, the senior member 
of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
announced his retirement Friday, 
giving President Bill Clinton Ids 
first shot at reshaping the high 
court’s conservative bent. Mr. 
White’s retirement will take 
effect- at the end of the court’s 
current term, expected in June or 
July. Mr. White, 75, was 
appointed in 1962 by President 

, John Kennedy. A legal scholar 

* and one-time American football 
hero, be was widely known by his 
nickname of “Whizzer” White. 
While be was named by Mr. 
Kennedy, who was considered a 
social liberal, Mr. White sur- 
prised many liberals and officials 
of tiie Kennedy administration by 
shifting to the conservative wing 
of the nine-member highest U.S. 
court. 

Turkey, Russia sign 
$75 m arms pact 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey and 
tiie Russian Federation signed a 
$75 million protocol on Friday 
which will enable Ankara to buy 
aims from Moscow, Anatolia 
news agency said. The protocol 
was signed in Ankara by Turkish 
Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin- 
and Russia’s ambassador to Ank- 
ara, Albert Chemisbev, it said. 
“This is a $75 million protocol by 

*' which we' wifi acquire arms to 
strengthen our gendarmerie 
forces,” Mr. Sezgjn said at the 
signing ceremony. 
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180,000 attend 
Aqsa prayers 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — Police stepped up patrols 
in occupied Jerusalem as more 
than 180,000 Muslims .attended 
prayers at the Old City’s Al Aqsa 
Mosque on the final Friday of the 
Holy Month Of Ramadan . 

For the first time since the start 
of the uprising against Israeli 
occupation five years ago, au- 
thorities did not block young 
Arabs from entering Arab Jeru- 
salem for the prayers. But a 
controversy arose over comments 
by a mosque preacher. 

Police spokesman Shmuel Ben 
Rudy aid police were studying 
whether to bring incitement 
charges against Sheikh Moham- 
mad Al J animal after reports he 
urged worshippers to “crucify" 
Palestinians who collaborate with 
Israel. 

Police are checking the context 
of Sheikh JammaTs remarks, del- 
ivered in a lesson before the main 
sermon, Mr. Ben Rudy said. 

Police reported no violence. 
They estimated 180,000 attended. 

Officials at the Haram Al Shar- 
if — the “noble sanctuary” where 
Al Aqsa and the Dome of the 
Rock Mosque are located — said 
more than 200,000 worshippers 
were at the noon prayers. 

Traditionally, Muslims from 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and from inside Israel 
pray at Haram Al Sharif, one of 
the holiest sites in Islam, on the 
last Friday of the month of dawn- 
to-dusk fasting. 

Police and soldiers set up 
roadblock? at entrances to the 


city Friday. But after searching _ The huge crowd was expected 
for weapons and cbcckmg lden ti- because Friday coincided with the 


ty papers, they allowed, almost all 
to enter. > 

Hie open-access policy was 


adopted despite a wave of vio-. from God. 


lence over the past month in 
which seven Israelis have been 


Palestinian exiles feud 
over Al Quds Day rally 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — A row broke out 
Friday between leaders of the 396 
Palestinian expellees in South 
Lebanon over whether to stage 
an anti-Israeli rally. 

The dispute was the first public 
sign of a rift among the expellees 
who were banished to South 
Lebanon three months ago and 
demand Israel immediately take 
them back. 

About 35 exiles — members or 
sympathisers of the Islamic Jihad 
movement — set ablaze Israeli 
and U.S. flags and chanted slo- 
gans near their tent-camp to marie 
Al Quds (Jerusalem) Day in re- 
sponse to Iran’s calls for protests 
against the Jewish state. 

The rest of the exiles, most of 
whom support the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas, refused 
to participate. 

The dispute began when Abdul 
Aziz AI Rantisi, a founding mem- 
ber of Hamas and leader of the 
exiles, told the men after Friday 
noon prayers no Al Quds demon- 


stration would be held. 

He said the exiles sent a mes- 
sage to Iran saying: “Jerusalem is 
calling on afi Muslims to liberate 
it from the foul Zionist occupa- 
tion and every Muslim must bear 
his responsibility.” 

“We have agreed to send the 
message to Iran and not to have a 
march or celebration. This is 
what we agreed with the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards,” Dr. 
Rantisi told tire men over a louds- 
peaker. 

Sheikh Abdullah Shami, the 
Islamic Jihad leader in the camp, 
took the microphone and said: 
“It is not true what Dr. Rantisi 
said: ‘that there is no march and 
no celebration on Al Quds 
Day.’” 

“What Shami says is a Be,” 
responded Dr. Rantisi. 

Mami e Jihad members then 
raised several banners and 
chanted “War, war until victory” 
and marched to tbeir tents in the 

(Con tamed on page 5) 


Iraq has destroyed all its 
nerve gas, U.N. team says 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
completed the destruction of the 
70 odd tonnes of its declared 
nerve gas stocks as ordered by the 
United Nations, a U.N. chemical 
weapons expert said Friday. 

The burning of its mustard gas 
stockpiles of about 400 tonnes 
was also progressing steadily, said 
British expert Ron Manley of the 
U.N. special commission super- 
vising Iraq's compliance with 
Golf war ceasefire terms. 

“We said there was between 70 
and 75 tonnes of nerve agent. 
That figure was right. That has 
been destroyed,” Mr. Manley 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Manley and eight other 
U.N. chemical specialists arrived 
in Baghdad Sunday to report on 
Iraq’s progress in the destruction 
of its once huge chemical arsenal. 

Their success story contrasts 
with difficulties encountered by 
other United Nations teams 
trying to cripple Iraq’s nuclear 
arms programme. 

Gulf war ceasefire terms com- 
pel Iraq, among other things, to* 
rid itself of all weapons of mass 
destruction and means of produc- 
ing them. 
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killed and 16 Palestinians have 
been shot to death by soldiers or 
Israeli settlers. 

“We wanted to differentiate 
between the current security 
situation nationwide and the right 
of people to participate in prayer 
services,” police chief Yehuda 
Wilk told the Jerusalem Post in 
explaining the policy. 

He said on Israel Radio that 
police and soldiers were deployed 
in large number, but he gave no 
exact figures. Many of the extra 
forces were sent to West Jeru- 
salem to give assurance to 
Israelis, he said. 

He noted that Jews will be 
going ro the Old City at sundown , 
the start of the Sabbath. 

Israel’s security fears were 
countered by its promises to ease 
curbs on Arabs as a way to urge 
Palestinian delegates to retain to 
Mideast peace talks stalled by the 
expulsion of 400 men from the 
occupied territories to Lebanon. 

Israel Radio's service carried a 
commentary looking forward to 
an end to conflict 

“We hope there will be peace 
in the near future in the region 
and Al Aqsa will be filled not 
only with Palestinians but also 
with Arabs from the rest of the 
Arab World.” it said. 

Hundreds of buses arrived in 
the city Friday carrying Muslim 
worshippers from the occupied 
territories. Officials at the Harem 
Al Sharif said many people slept 
there overnight for fear they 
would be blocked from entering. 
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27th of Ramadan — Lailat Al 
Qadr when the Prophet Moham- 
mad began to receive the Koran 


The day is celebrated with a 
24-hour reading of the Koran. 


A wo o mir d Palestinian is being carried by Ms friends to mi ambulance after a heavy dash on Thursday with Israeli soldiers which left one 
Palestinian dead and more than 49 wounded (AFP photo) 

Musa sees Rabin returns after U.S. visit, 
no peace says security lies in peace talks 

1 r\ I UU S TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime Mr. Rabin told reporters he inside Israel as well as in 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin, return- discussed increased U.N. de- occupied West Bank and G: 
TEL AVTV (R) — Egyptian ing from a visit to the United veiopment programmes that prompted Mr. Rabin to short* 
Foreign Minister Arar Musa was States three days early because of would help Palestinians in the planned 10-day visit and ret 
quoted Friday as saying the Arab- rising violence, said Friday Israeli occupied territories and “other soon after his meeting with 
Israeli conflict was too compli- “security” would come only issues which, at present I prefer Gbali. 
cated to expect a peace agree- through puce talks. not to bring up.” While in Washington he c 

meat this year. “If one seeks a real, a serious A U.N. spokesman said Dr. ferred with President Clinl 

In an interview with the Israeli solution to terror, to threats of GhaB “conveyed... his serious senior officials and member: 
newspaper Maariv, Mr. Musa war, to violence, it has to bedone concern at the situation in the Congress. He told a Jewish gr 
said Syrian President Hafez Al by the peace negotiations, by occupied territories” and stressed in New York: “I feel assured 
Assad wanted a comprehensive agreements,” he told reporters at the importance of implementing a what I’ve seen and beard.” 
agreement t bat cated. ”1 settle the airport. * 1990 Security Council resolution Mr. Rabin said he also di» 

Israel’s conflicts with all Arabs, . Since the current wave of un- calling for the protection of dvi- sed with Dr. Ghali the fate « 
including the Palestinians. rest began with Mr. Rabin’s ex- Ban inhabitants. ( Contained on nnrr 51 

When asked if be expected this pulsion of 415 Palestinians to The recent upsurge in violence, ' ' 

would be the year of peace, Mr. Lebanon in December, Israelis -• 

Musa replied: “No.” have killed at least 61 Palestinians 

“Assad is ready to give every- and Palestinians have killed at 
thing to Israel in return for ever- least 10 Israelis. 

.thing, that is to say land for The Jewish deaths triggered 
peace, in the framework of a* complaints that Mr. Rabin was 
comprehensive settlement of the not protecting Israelis. Jewish 
-Arab-Israeli conflict and within settlers in the occupied territories 
that the Palesthnan-IsraeB con- have staged reprisal attacks on 
fiict,” Mr. Musa said. Palestinians but Mr. Rabin said 

Mr. Musa said a solution must no one should take the law into 
be found to the crisis over Palesti- his own hands, 
man expellees but also empha- Mr. Rabin, who has much clos- 
sised it should not be allowed to er relations with Washington than 
sink the peace talks. foe previous Israeli government 

“The deportee problem is an beaded b >y Ytthzak Shamir, said 
obstacle, but it is impossible to. he had established “a system of 
stand it in opposition to the peace trust” with the new U.S. a dmi ms- 
talks. But I have no doubt that tration of President Bill Clinton.” 
there is an obligation to solve the Mr. Rabin called for additional 
deportee problem quickly, be- U.N. aid for Palestinians at a 

tan s e it creates an uncomfortable meeting Thursday with Secretary- U.N. Secretary-General Boutros ‘Ghali (right) Thursday meets Isra 
atmosphere for the peace talks.” General Boutros Ghali. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (AFP photo) 


TEL AVIV (Age odes) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, return- 1 
ing from a visit to the United 
States three days early because of 
rising violence, said Friday Israeli 
“security” would come only 
through puce talks. 

“If one seeks a real, a serious 
solution to terror, to threats of 
war, to violence, it has to be done 
by the peace negotiations, by 
agreements,” he told reporters at 
the airport. 

. Since the current wave of un- 
rest began with Mr. Rabin’s ex- 
pulsion of 415 Palestinians to 
Lebanon in December, Israelis 
have killed at least 61 Palestinians 
and Palestinians have killed at 
least 10 IsraeUs. 

The Jewish deaths triggered 
complaints that Mr. Rabin was 
not protecting Israelis. Jewish 
settlers in the occupied territories 
have staged reprisal attacks on 
Palestinians but Mr. Rabin said 
no one should take the law into 
his own hands. 

Mr. Rabin, who has much clos- 
er relations with Washington than 
the previous Israeli government 
beaded b >y Ytthzak Shamir, said 
be had established “a system of 
trust” with the new U.S. adminis- 
tration of President Bill Clinton.” 

Mr. Rabin called for additional 
U.N. aid for Palestinians at a 
meeting Thursday with Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. 


Mr. Rabin told reporters he 
discussed increased U.N. de- 
velopment programmes that 
would help Palestinians in the 
occupied territories and “other 
issues which, at present I prefer 
not to bring up.” 

A U.N. spokesman said Dr. 
Ghali “conveyed... his serious 
concern at tte situation in tte 
occupied territories” and stressed 
the importance of implementing a 
1990 Security Council resolution 
calling for the protection of civi- 
lian inhabitants. 

The recent upsurge in violence. 


inside Israel as well as in the. 
occupied West Bank and Gaza, 
prompted Mr. Rabin to shorten a 
planned 10-day visit and return 
soon after his meeting with Dr. 
Gbali. 

While in Washington he con- 
ferred with President Clinton, 
senior officials and members of 
Congress. He told a Jewish group 
in New York: “I feel assured by 
what I’ve seen and beard.” 

Mr. Rabin said he also discus- 
sed with Dr. Ghali the fate of a 

(Cautioned on page 5) 



U.N. Secretary-General Boutros ‘Ghali (right) Thursday meets Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (AFP photo) 


Unindicted 
suspect In 
New York 
blast held 
without bail 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
man with ties to a suspect in the 
World Trade Centre bombing 
was told Thursday he must re- 
main in jail even though he is not 
charged with any role in the blast. 

The defendant, Ibrahim Al 
Gabrowny, 42, was named in a 
five-count indictment Wednesday 
charging him with obstruction of 
justice in the case. 

He was arrested two weeks ago 
after allegedly hitting two federal 
agents who had gone to search his 
Brooklyn apartment in connec- 
tion with the blast. .He was also 
: charged with carrying false pass- 
ports. 

While prosecutors have not 
charged him with taking part in 
the Feb. 26 bombing that killed 
six and injured more than 1.000. 
they say he is a suspect in foe 
case. 

One of those charged in the 
blast, Mohammad Salamch. used 
Mr. Gabrowny’s address when he 
rented a van that investigators 
believed was used to carry the 
bomb. 

Mr. Salameh and Nidal Ayyad, 
a chemical engineer, were in- 
dicted Wednesday on charges 
they took part in the bombing. 

Mr. Gabrowny was first denied 
bail last week on grounds he 
might flee foe country and pose a 
risk to the community. 

Wiliam Kunstler, Mr. Gab- 
rowny’s lawyer, argued his client 
should he released on bail be- 
cause the charges are minor felo- 
nies and tte indictment does not 
state he was involved in the 
bombing. 

“They (prosecutors) got deten- 
tion by telling the judge this man* 
was involved in the World Trade 
Centre bombing. That is not 
true,” Mr. Kunstler said. “I think 
this is a total fraud.” 

However, Judge John Sprizzo 
denied Mr. Kuns tier's request, 
saying he saw nothing new in the 
indictment that gave him author- 
ity to grant bail. Mr. Kunstler 
said he would appeal. 

Police are also seeking an 
Egyptian taxi driver they believe 
may be a key figure in the attack, 
reports say he has fled the coun- 
try. 

Mr. Gabrowny is accused of 
carrying false passports for Al 
Sayyid Nosarr, who is serving 
time in prison in connection with 
the fatal shooting of radical Rab- 
bi Meir Kahane in November 
1990 in New York. 

Mr. Nosair, Mr, Gabrowny’s 
cousin, was acquitted of killing 
Kahane but convicted of lesser 

Continued on page 5) 


Aid convoy enters besieged Libya 
eastern Bosnian enclave renew 


“Progress is going on according 
to plan... it is going on well,” Mr. 
Manley said of the nerve and 
mustard gas destruction. 

Last year the Iraqis constructed 
under U.N. supervision two 
plants — an incinerator to bum 
their mustard gas and a hydrolysis 
facility to neutralise the nerve 
agent. 

“The hydrolysis of the bulk 
nerve agent has been com- 
pleted... so that is done,” Mr. . 
Manley said. 

What remained were a number 
of warheads with nerve agents 
whose elimination required the 
U.N. to develop a special techni- 
que, he said. 

“That is perhaps two or three 
days operation to get rid of 
those,” he said. 

Mr. Manley said the U.N. had 
convened an Iraqi chemical 
weapons plant producing nerve 
gas to handle the destruction. 
“Clearly when we finish we will 
have to destroy the plant because 
it could be converted back 
again.” 

Tte U.N. keeps a permanent 
team of chemical destruction ex- 
perts in Iraq. 


SARAJEVO (AP) — A long- 
awaited convcry of aid arrived 
safely Friday for the desperately 
hungry people in tte eastern Bos- 
nian enclave of Srebrenica, U.N. 
officials said. 

Tte report from officials in 
Belgrade was confirmed by bam 
radio reports received in Zagreb. 
Croatia. 

“The people all crowded 
around and were joyous,” said 
John McMillan of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Geneva. However, 
he added, “we need to get 
another one in right away.” 

The 16 vehicles had mostly 
food and medical supplies, but 
also carried plastic sheeting for 
weatherproofing buildings. 

Earlier, Serb forces ted laun- 
ched an intense artillery barrage 
on Srebrenica. In foe Bosnian 
capital Sarajevo, shells slammed 
into a crow waiting / 4br bread, 
injuring at least 16 people. 

Serb forces were dosing in on 
Srebrenica, where U.N. officials 
reported shells falling at tte rate 
of one a second. 

The Srebrenica convoy, halted* 
at Mali Zvomik on tire Yugoslav- 
Bosnian border for nine days, 
was allowed to proceed after the 
commander of U.N. forces in 
Bosnia agreed to a Serb demand 
that it not indude an armed 
escort, UNHCR officials hr Bel- 
grade said. 

The convoy left Mali Zvomik 
earlier, but was stopped again by 
an armoured personnel carrier on. 


the Yugoslav side of the border. 

It was not immediately dear 
why General PhiUipe Mortillon of 
the U.N. agreed to foe Serbs' 
demands, which we bad earlier 
rejected. But U.N. officials have 
increasingly emphasised the de- 
speration in Srebrenica. 

UNHCR of ficials had been 
worried What would happen if the 
convoy had not gotten through. ‘ 

“If this convoy does not reach 
Srebrenica very soon, there won't 
be any point in it getting through. 
There won’t be anyone or any- 
thing we can help,” said Lyndall 
Sadis, UNHCR spokeswoman in 
Belgrade. 

Gen. Morilkm ted gone to 

Mali Zvomik to negotiate its 

passage, Ms. Sachs said. 

The Serb refusal to allow con-* 
voys through and their assault on 
Srebrenica indicated their deter- 
mination to cement their grip on 
eastern Bosnian territory denied 
them m international peace talks 
in New York. 

Peter Kessler, UNHCR 
spokesman in Sarajevo, said col- 
leagues in Srebrenica told him 
they heard shells landing at foe 
rate of one per second over a 
15-minnte period to the north- 
west of tte town. They recorded 
300 rounds. The shelling later 
eased-to a rate of one per minute. 

Murat Effendic, a Srebrenica 
official now based in Sarajevo, 
said foe bombardment carite in an 
area near where U.S. planes 
dropped more aid parcels during 
the night. ‘ 


renews 

Lockerbie 

offer 

TUNIS (Agencies) — Libya has 
renewed its offer to turn over two 
men wanted by the United States 
and Britain to a neutral country 
for trial in the Lockerbie jetliner 
bombing, Arab diplomats re- 
ported Friday. 

Libyan Foreign Minister Omar 
Al Mountasser stated the offer, 
repeatedly rejected by London 
and Washington, late Thursday 
to Arab foreign ministers meeting 
on the diplomatic standoff pitting 
Libya against the United States, 
Britain and France. 

The seven Arab foreign minis- 
ters were scheduled to resume 
talks Friday on breaking the im- 
passe and getting a United Nations 
embargo on military exports and 
air travel to Libya lifted. 

The meeting comes as the U.N. 
Security Council prepares to 
reexamine the sanctions it im- 
posed last April, with the possi- 
bility looming that farther restric- 
tions may be imposed. 

Washington, Paris and London 
suspect Libya of ordering the 
mid-air bombings of the Pan Am 
jetliner over Lockerbie. Scotland 
in December 1980 and a French 
UTA plane over Niger 10 months 
later.- 

Tte United States and Britain 
demand the Lockerbie suspects 
be tried in Scotland. 


Marines move into Kismayu; 
Aideed returns to conference 


KISMAYU (Agencies) — A key 
Somali faction leader returned to 
peace talks Friday, apparently 
satisfied by the deployment of a 
battalion of U.S. troops to this 
city. 

The 500 members of a U.S. 
quick reaction force moved into 
Kismayu Thursday, ordered back 
after fighters of Mohammad Said 
Hirsi, known as General Morgan, 
“drove supporters of Colonel 
Omar Jess out of the town. 

Tuesday's clash prompted 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed, one 
of Somalia's chief warlords and a 
supporter of Col. Jess, to pull out 
of peace talks in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. Gen. Aideed had said 
be would not return until the 
situation in Kismayu was “re- 
versed.” 

But Farouk Mawlawi, the U.N. 
spokesman in the Ethiopian 
capital, said Friday that Gen. 
Aideed had rejoined talks. Tte 
warlord met Friday morning with 
other faction leaders and U.N. 
officials. 

Despite U-N. efforts to expand 
representation by including com- 
munity leaders and intellectuals, 
Gen. Aideed’s walkout demons- 
trated how much of a grip the 
warlords have on the peace pro- 
cess. 

The talks were suspended after 
he left Wedensday, and Commit- 
tees met only informally Thurs- 
day. 

With Gen. Aideed back Fri- 
day, conference committees re- 
sumed discussion of issues includ- 
ing setting up transitional author- 


ities that could ensure security for 
relief and development work. 

Mr. Mawlawi had said Thurs- 
day that there was still hope an 
agreement would be reached by 
the end of the conference. But he 
conceded the talks were not likely 
to end as scheduled on Saturday. 
He would not say how long they 
would last. 

Gen. Aideed had no immedi- 
ate comment, and the reasons for 
his decision were not clear. But a 
U.N. fact finding mission left for 
Kismayu Friday, as he had de- 
manded, and the U.S. troops 
were charged with trying to end 
feuding in this dusty port. 

Two weeks ago, tte Americans 
had handed over peacekeeping 
operations in- Kismayu to an 800- 
man Belgian force. 

The United States had more 
than 1,000 troops in Kismayu 
until the handover to Belgian 
forces. About 150 American sol- 
diers had remained to guard aid 
agencies. 

Earlier, Gen. Aideed’s Somali 
National Alliance (SNA) had laid 
down conditions for the resump- 
tion of the peace talks. 

SNA internal affairs commis- 
sioner Abdi Hassan A wale told 
reporters foe conference in Addis 
Ababa could only resume if U.S.- 
led forces apprehended and 
charged Gen. Morgan. 

“To ensure the success of tte 
current talks ... tiie criminal Mor- 
gan must be apprehended and his 
bandit forces disarmed and taken 
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Israel included in German ‘Hlist 


BONN (AP) — Israel accused 
Germany Thursday of treating 
the Jewish state like a terror- 
sponsoring country by grouping it 
with countries that cannot receive 
German weapons without special 
permits. 

Iraq and Libya are also on the 
so called ”H list," drawn up by 
Germany after several German 
companies in I9K7 were found to 
have helped build a chemical 
weapons plant in Libya. 

Israeli Ambassador Benjamin 
Navon told an influential group 
of American Jews visiting Bonn 
"it is utterly unacceptable that 
Israel" be kept on “a most 
wanted criminal list.” 

Mr. Navon s disclosure of the 
list during lunch with the Amer- 
icans was the first time its exist- 
ence was made public. 

"Morally, it is totally and utter- 
ly invalid," Mr. Navon said. 

He was supported by the 
Americans, a delegation repre- 
senting B'nai B'rith, the world’s 
largest Jewish organisation. 

Kent E. Schiner, international 
president of B’nai B'rith, later 
demanded in a meeting with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s top 
aide that Mr. Kohl take Israel off 
the list. 


“We are all offended," Mr. 
Schiner told Frederick Bohl, Mr. 
Kohl's chief of staff. 

Germany’s “H list’’ contains 
the names of countries located in 
“tension areas” of the world. 

. According to German govern- 
ment officials, the “H" list is part 
of laws passed after the Libya 
scandal which bar export of 
weapons or dual-use technology 
to “tension areas" without a spe- 
cial government permit. 

German technology has helped 
not only Libya, but also Iraq’s 
programmes to build chemical 
and atomic weapons. 

The new laws are meant to 
ensure there is no more prolifera- 
tion of German knowhow to 
dangerous countries. 

Mr. Bohl sought to placate the 
Jewish delegation, but he gave no 
indication Germany would 
change the laws. 

He said even though Israel is 
on the list, it still gets weapons 
from Germany through special 
permits. Mr. Bohl said Germany 
recently approved the export of 
two submarines to Israel. He also 
pointed out that Germany gave 
Israel military aid during the Gulf 
war. 

“We are not trying to put Israel 


on the same level as states that 
sponsor terrorism. That would be 
a complete and total misunder- 
standing,” said Mr. Bohl, adding 
the list” is only a “technical and 
legal matter." 

Mr. Bohl defended Germany's 
tightened export laws, saying “we 
don’t want German weapons to 
be used for aggressive purposes." 

Another aide to Mr. Kohl, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said he did not understand 
the delegation’s anger. 

“Israel gets what it wants any- 
way,” he said. 

The American-Jewish delega- 
tion is in Germany for a five-day ' 
visit in which they are seeking 
reassurances about Germany’s 
direction amid neo-Nazi violence 
and election gains by the far right 
republicans. 

German officials have been 
telling the group that Germany’s 
democracy is not but some of 
what the group has heard has 
increased their concern. 

They learned from Mr. Navon 
that the sponsors of their visit — 
the Association of German 
Chambers of Industry and Com- 
merce — were opposed to a new 
German law, scheduled to take 


effect May 1, which will makes it 
illegal for German companies to 
participate in an Arab boycott of 
Israel. 

Under the new German law, 
firms that make that promise can 
face heavy penalties. 

Johannes von Thabben, an ex- 
ecutive with the German indust- 
rial association, said his organisa- 
tion “wants Arab countries to get 
rid of this boycott.” 

But he said unless the United 
States and all countries of the 
European Community pass the 
same kind of legislation, German 
firms will be placed at a serious 
disadvantage. 

Ignaz Bubis, leader of Ger- 
many’s Jewish community, told 
the American group that while 
unsettling, he does not think that 
the rise of right-wing extremism 
here is a serious danger. 

But Mr. Bubis also said recent 
polls have shown that 35 per cent 
of all Germans have anti-cemitic 
“indinations,” and that surveys 
even show that despite his 
celebrity, most Germans refuse 
to accept that he is a German. 

“The problem is, a majority of 
Germans don’t recognise that a 
Jew can be a German." Mr. 
Bubis said. 


Egypt battles to win hearts of Muslim population 


By John West 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Egypt’s government, 
facing violent young Muslim mili- 
tants determined to overthrow an 
“infidel regime.’’ is battling to 
persuade the country's devout 
Muslim majority that religion is 
on its side. 

Official “Islamic thought” 
seminars in the last month, co- 
vered by the state-controlled 
media, have set out the govern- 
ment's position in the increasing- 
ly bloody conflict in Islamic 
terms, denouncing the militants 
as deviants. 

President Hosni Mubarak, 
summoning Religious Affairs 
Minister Mohammad Ali Mah- 
joub Tuesday, told him to step up 
state efforts to preach a moderate 
concept of Islam through official- 
ly approved clerics and religious 
scholars across the country. 

The government has also in- 
vited selected Muslim clerics 


from countries such as Lebanon, 
Afghanistan. Nigeria and the 
newly independent Central Asian 
republics to lend their support by 
attending public religious festivi- 
ties for the Holy Month of Rama- 
dan. 

But as the death toll in the fight 
with the militants mounts ex- 
ponentially, there is linle sign 
that Egypt’s pious masses identify 
the government's Islam as their 
own. 

An army conscript listening to 
a government-sponsored seminar 
commented: “These are appear- 
ances. Islam is in the heart.” 

The government has followed a 
twin-track policy of curbing inde- 
pendent Muslim activists who 
raise money and mobilise while 
itself increasingly trying to adopt 
popular Muslim causes. 

In a tent sponsored by the 
government and A1 Azhar Isla- 
mic University in central Cairo 
for the Ramadan fast, a waiter in 
a bow tie served tea to privileged 
guests while Lebanese cleric 


Mohammad Ali Jouzou urged 
Egypt’s Muslims to unite against 
what he called their real enemies. 

“We must turn our weapons on 
the enemy of Islam in Palestine, 
Bosnia and India, not fight 
among ourselves. I do not want 
that lethal tenor which we have 
lived in Lebanon to happen to 
Egypt,” Mr. Jouzou told about 
200 people Tuesday night. 

The meeting’s chairman, Al 
Azhar's Vice-Rector Abdul 
Sobour Marzouq, said the same 
international conspiracy that des- 
troyed Lebanon in a 15-year civil 
war was now at work in Egypt. 

“It’s bigger than just a young 
man shooting at a policeman. The 
conspiracy is greater and the dan- 
ger deeper." he said. 

Al Gomhouria newspaper re- 
ported that Mr. Mubarak will 
hand put prizes worth 100.000 
pounds (530,000) next week to 
winners of a government com- 
petition to memorise the Koran, 
a feat of traditional Islamic learn- 


ing. 

Mr. Mubarak has also ordered 
ministers to speed up provision of 
services to slum areas, promote 
new small businesses to fight un- 
employment and take action 
against “extremist” ideas in 
schools and universities. 

But Egypt’s stretched re- 
sources, ever diminishing against 
a population that grows by a 
million every eight months, limit 
the government's ability to com- 
bat the poverty and chronic soda! 
problems that fuel radical reli- 
gious feelings. 

Even a government decision 
two months ago to take direct 
control of the country's 30,000 
mosques and appoint its own 
preachers in them looks ambi- 
tious. 

Fundamentalists can change or 
create mosques of their own as 
fast as the government doses 
them down, especially in Egypt's 
sprawling slums where the gov- 
ernment has a limited presence. 


Gulf war soldiers said at risk 
from low-level radiation 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Expo- 
sure to low-level radiation from 
high-tech anti-tank weapons used 
for the first time in Operation 
Desert Storm may pose serious 
health risks to veterans and peo- 
ple who live near weapons factor- 
ies, according to a report released 
Thursday to Congress by an en- 
vironmental group. 

Authors of the study. Uranium 
Battlefields Home and Abroad, 
said thousands of soldiers who 
were in (he Gulf area may suffer 
serious long term health damage, 
including cancer, kidney prob- 
lems and other diseases. 

The National Toxics Campaign 
Fund of Boston said the con- 
tamination came from the more 
than 4.000 rounds of uranium- 
tipped, armour-piercing shells 
fired by American warplanes and 
tanks. 

“One the whole, the military 
treats this radioactive ordnance 
us if it’s conventional weaponry.” 
said John O'Connor, founder of 
the grassroots organisation. 

The long-term health effects, if 
any. arc unknown. “But Mr. 
O’Connor said exposure to the 
radiation could be the “agent 
orange of the 199th.” producing 
serious health problems that will 
not be detected for a decade or 
more. Agent ora":-; ■■ de- 
foliant used in the \ rci i »V... 

which has since troubled the 
health of veterans. 

“I’m not aware of any evidence 
that illnesses are being caused by 
depleted uranium," said Penta- 


gon spokesman Bob Hall. 

Peter Esker. a spokesman for 
the army surgeon general, said 
depleted uranium produces very 
low levels of radiation that 
appear to present? no health 
hazard. 

According to a report prepared 
by the Department of Defence 
and obtained by the authors of 
the new study through the Feder- 
al Freedom of Information Act, 
depleted uranium may present 
several health hazards. 

Use and testing of the weapons 
“can lead to environmental con- 
tamination that has the potential 
to cause adverse impacts on hu- 
man health, primarily through 
the water pathway,” the Defence 
Department report said. 

The authors of the environ- 
mental group’s study found that 
radioactive particles left in the air 
or on the ground after the 
weapons are used in battle can 
lodge in the lungs, causing can- 
cer, or in the bones where they 
increase the risk of leukemia. 

Army staff Sergeant Carol 
Hamel Picou who served near the 
front lines in Iraq said she was in 
near-perfect health before the 
war, but now suffers from many 
unexplained illness, including 
failing vision, a degenerating im- 
mune system and kideny prob- 

She said her doctors had not 
determined the cause, but said 
she believes exposure to 
radioacitve contamination may 
be responsible. 


Sheikh Jaber warns against 
unfettered freedom for people 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait’s ruler 
has warned that the country could 
not enjoy unlimited freedom 
while still suffering the effects of 
the August 1990 Iraqi invasion. 

The emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, speaking on 
television for his annual message 
during the Holy Month of Rama- 
dan, said both members of the 
newly-elected parliament and the 
cabinet had to understand that 
the country was moving through a 
difficult period. 

“Freedom should adjust to the 
circumstances in any country,” 
said the 67-year-old sheikh. Emir 
since December 1977. "What 
may be acceptable in ordinary 
circumstances may not be accept- 
able in extraordinary circumst- 
ances.” 

The Al Sabah family has repe- 
atedly stressed since the February 
1991 liberation from the seven- 
month occupation that divisive 
public issues would only under- 
mine attempts to rebuild the 
country and would encourage 
Iraq to maintain its claim to the 
emirate. 

An opposition-dominated par- 
liament was elected in October, 
six years after Sheikh Jaber sus- 
pended the body in 1986 for its 
sharp criticism of the ruling fami- 
ly- 

The new parliament has not 
shied away from controversial 
subjects. It is investigating the 
mess surrounding the invasion 
and has uncovered two major 
financial scandals in overseas in- 


vestments and the government- 
owned oil tanker company. 

Western nations fighting on 
Kuwait's behalf have encouraged 
democratic reforms in the monar- 
chy. 

The emir said that democracy 
was a healthy tradition in Kuwait, 
but should be a source of unity. 

Sheikh Jaber said the greatest 
defence against those who envied 
Kuwaiti wealth, even in the days 
it was pearls and not oil, was the 
country’s unity. 

He said securing the release of 
about 800 Kuwaitis missing and 
believed detained in Iraq re- 
mained a top priority for the 
government 

Sheikh Jaber also encouraged 
belt-tightening by both the gov- 
ernment — which faces a 59 
billion dollar deficit this year — 
and individual Kuwaitis. Kuwaitis 
are well known for their love of 
expensive cars, jewelry, clothes 
and houses. 

“Prosperity does not mean 
opulence,” the emir said. 

Absent from the speech this 
year was any reference to 
women’s rights, a subject ex- 
pected to be debated in parlia- 
ment during its four-year tenure. 
In both previous post-war 
speeches the emir called for ex- 
panding women’s rights. 

The taciturn emir, who rarely 
emerged in public after a 1985 
assassination attempt has been 
even more secluded since the 
invasion. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Morocco denies top police officials held 

RABAT (R) — The Moroccan Justice Ministry denied Friday two 
top police officials had been arrested in connection with a major 
sex scandal for which a senior police commissioner was sentenced 
to death. In a statement carried by the official news agency MAP, 
the ministry said the judiciary had “at no time ordered the 
measure” of arrest. The statement was issued after rumours 
reported by the opposition press saying the state security depart- 
ment was being purged and two top officials had been arrested to 
be interrogated by an examining magistrate. The reports came 
after chief police commissioner Haj Mohammad Mustapha Tabet, 
54, was sentenced to death by a Casablanca criminal court Monday 
after being convicted of multiple rape, deflowering virgins, 
abducting women and sexual violence. The charges related to sex 
'orgies involving 518 women and girls over a period of three years. 
The orgies were filmed by Tabet in his bachelor flat- Opposition 
newspapejs have been calling for a purge of the security depart- 
ment and the resignation of senior police, government and 
judiciary officials linked to the scandal. 

10 Turkish police wounded in bus attack 

ISTANBUL (R) — Ten Turkish policemen were wounded when 
four suspected leftist guerrillas fired rockets at their bus in 
Istanbul, in a buildup of violence towards the Kurdish Nowrouz 
spring festival, police said Friday. Police said the attack took place 
Thursday night in the industrial district of Bayrampasa as the bus 
was taking the policemen home from work. Phone callers to 
newspapers claimed the attack on behalf of Dev Sol, a left-wing 
urban guerrilla group. Dev Sol has claimed responsibility for 
numerous attacks on Turkish security officers, bombings and 
armed robberies over the past three years. In other incidents in 
Istanbul Thursday and Friday, bomb explosions destroyed two 
government-owned vehicles and damaged a bank office, police 
said, no-one was hurt. No-one immediately claimed responsibility. 
Kurds celebrate Nowrouz. their new year starting on March 21, 
primarily in southeastern Turkey. During last year's festival about 
100 Kurds, mostly civilians, died in clashes with security forces. 

Former U.N. envoy leaves Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — Oscar Camilion who served as U.N. special 
representative in Nicosia for five years, left for Argentina Friday to 
take up duties as defence minister, a U.N. spokesman said. A 
replacement has not yet been named. Mr. Camilion, 62, was 
appointed the U.N. secretary-general's special representative in 
Cyprus in October 1987. A former diplomat and journalist, he had 
also served as Argentina's foreign minister from 1981 to 1982. Mr. 
Camilion 's term in Cyprus sau; intensive efforts to end the division 
of the med -island, culminating in three rounds of U.N.-sponsored 
talks between Greek and Turkish Cypriots in New York last -year. 
The tails reached deadlock in November. Cyprus’s new President 
Glafcos Clerides and Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash will 
meet U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali in New York on 


March 30 to discuss the resumption of negotiations. Mr. Oendes 
U N -controlled Nicosia buffer zone last week. In an mterview 

piwished^the SS-Cypnot daily *■ Off" 

said he hoped that first meeting would help efforts to settle me 

18-year dispute. . 

Iraq orders partial ban on alcohol sales J 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq ha* banned the serving of alcoholic drinks 
for part of the day Fridays, the government 
Jumhouriyah said. “The Ministry of Interior has tanned I the service 
of alcoholic drinks Fridays in all dubs, resrau^is aml bare, 
Ibrahim Al Saleh, information officer of Intenor Mmister Watban 
Ibrahim Al Hassan, told the newspaper. ‘The measure is out of 
respect for religious observances and the sanctity of Friday whidiis 
a holy day for Muslims,” the newspaper said. The tan, in force 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., is the latest in a senes of similar measures 
taken by the ministry. Last month it dosed <a*nos 
leading hotels and cut the number of night dubs m theaty from 36 
to 18 It also shut 600 bars in Baghdad and dosed bare offenng 
alcoholic drinks on highways. 




Iran says over 420,000 Afghans return home 

NICOSIA (R) — More than 420,000 Afghan refugees have 
returned home from Iran since Mujahedeen guemllas took power 
in Kabul last April, Tehran Radio quoted an official as saying. 
Abdolreza Haji-Arab, deputy director of expatriates affaire at the 
Iranian Interior Ministry, said 400,000 Afghans had returned on 
their own and another 22,051 had been repatriated under a plan 
coordinated by the office of the United Nations High Commission- 
er for Refugees (UNHCR), the radio said. Iran planned to increase 
the number of border posts used for the Afghans' repatriation from 
two to six, Mr. Haji Arab added. He did not say if there had been 
any change in the flow of refugees’ return in 10 days smee Afghan 
Mujahedeen leaders signed a peace accord to end months of 
factional fighting. The UNHCR gives 525 cash. 50 kilogrammes of 
wheat and a rug to every Afghan refugee returning home 
voluntarily from Iran. A UNHCR report issued last week said an 
estimated 300,000 Afghans who fled to Iran during the 14-year civil 
war in their country bad returned home from Iran in 1992, 

Sweets preparation injures 16 in Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — Sixteen people, most of them children, were 
injured m 'Syria when a gas cylinder exploded during the 
preparation of sweets for the feast of ’Eid Al Fitr, the official M 
Syrian News Agency (SANA) said. Five of those hurt in an* 
apartment in the northern city of Aleppo were badly burned, it 
said. Four families had gathered to make the candy -Thursday 
night. Syria will observe the feast marking the end of the lunar 
fasting month of Ramadan Tuesday or Wednesday, depending on 
the sighting of the moon. 


f 



‘SECURITY’ CHECK: Aa Israeli soldier Friday checks the 
prayer rug of a Palestinian before allowing him into the Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound in occupied Arab Jerusalem (AFP photo) 


U.S. hails prospect of 
democratic polls in Yemen 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
United States welcomes the pros- 
pect of democratic elections in- 
Yemen on April 27, and will 
follow dosely Yemen’s progress 
in opening its political process to 
a multiparty system, says Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State 
David Mack. 

“We’re very excited by the 
progress that has been made 
...(and) in the very high levels of 
voter registration throughout Ye- 
men. We can appreciate the diffi- 
culties in a far-flung country with 
difficult transportation to many 
outlying areas in communica- 
tions,” Mr. Mack told Sanaa 
journalists in a March 15 U.S. 
Information Agency Woridnet di- 
alogue. 

Mr. Mack also noted that many 
women are registered to vote. 
“This is a very, very desirable 
sign of determination of the 
Yemeni leadership and of the 
Yemeni people to see that these 
elections are indeed free and 
open to all. ... I hope we will see 
a similarly high percentage of 
people actually go to the polls 
and exercise their right to vote.” 

Noting that the United States 
has recently gone through its own 
electoral process, Mr. Made said 
the newly elected Clinton admi- 
ninstration has made dear its 
major policy issues concerning 
the Middle East. 

"It is determined to see a 
continuation of the Arab- Israeli 
peace process,” be said, and de- 
termined “to play a more active 
role as a partner with the Arab c 
states, Palestinians and Israel in 
seeking a solution to problems, 
that have bedeviled relations 
among you for so long.” 

A basic continuity of polides 
between administrations also can 
be seen in_ U-S. policy toward 


Iraq, he said. “Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher has also 
made dear that die United State 
is going to persevere in its deter- 
mination to see that Iraq com- 
plies totally with the Security 
Council resolutions. 

' The State Department official 
also expressed approval for “the 
many statements that have been 
made by the leaders of Yemen 
that they are going to abide by 
the enforcement of Security 
Council resolutions and enforce- 
ment of sanctions with regard (0 
Iraq.” 

The Clinton administration 
like the last administration. Be 
said, is concerned with regional 
stability and with the peaceful 
resolution of disputes. 

“Thq U.S. particularly ap- 
plauds efforts by Yemen in recent 
years' to ~ reach amicable border 
agreements with its neighbours,* 
Mr. Mack said, dting a “very 
amicable border agreement with 
your neighbour Oman,” and dis- 
cussion in process with Saudi 
Arabia. 

Mr. Mack also stressed that the 
advance toward greater participa- 
tion in every country mil occur 
most successfully within the 
framework of its unique historical 
tradition, its culture and its cus- 
toms. j 

“You’re quite right in saying* 
that you have a democratic tradi- 
tion in Yemen that springs from 
the values you share as Muslims. 
...I can only hope that this will be 
a helpful model for other couiv 
tries closer in their tradition and 
history to Yemen than they are to 
the United States,” he said. 

He added, “The requirement 
that governments be just, tint 
governments deal justly with 
their citizens, is a vitally impor- 
tant limitation that I believe 
Islam has placed on govern- 
ments.” 
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market prices 
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- .... 700 / 700 
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180/120 

Cucumbers (lar|e) 150/100 

Cucumbers (smafl) T_ 3OU/2D0 

Effipumi 2M/1X0 

8Q0/«» 
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(small) 440 / 350 
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Onion (diy) ...,."7~2I0 / 180 
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480/130 

PcPPCr (hoi) 800/600 

Pepper (swcci).. 600 / 400 

220/ 1« 

Tomato 130(60 

Spinach 120/60 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, accompanied by His 
Royal Highness Prince Ghazi Ben Mohammad, embraces youth 
following Friday prayers at Al Hassan and Al Hussein Mosque In 
Sweueh. Today the Crown Prince will celebrate his 46th birthday. 



King attends Friday prayer in Aqaba 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein attended Friday 
prayer, at the Southern Military Region Command mosque in 
Aqaba and listened to the sermon, which focused on the tolerance 
of Islam and the values of the fasting month of Ramadan. Also 
attending the prayer were Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein, Prince Ali Ben Al Hussein, Prince 
Hamzeh Ben Al Hussein, Prince Hashem Ben Al Hussein; the King's* 
Military Secretary His Royal Highness Prince Tala! Ben Moham- 


mad, Royal Court Chief Khalid Al Kerala, and Ministry of Awqaf 

“ - I. On 


and Islamic Affairs Secretary General Ahmad Helayyel. 
Friday also the King sent a cable to Tunisian President Zine Al 
Abedeen Ben Ali, congratulating him on his country's National 
Day. 


Princess Basma tours 
vHlages in the south 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Thurs- 
day visited four villages in Wadi 
Arabs region, ia south Jordan. . 

Princess Basina's visit included 
Rahma, Reesheh, Beir Madkour 
and Kreikra villages. 

The visit falls under the Third 
Annual Charity Campaign, being 
carried out by Queen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund (QAF). 

The princess met with women 
in the four villages and discussed 
their needs and those of their 
children. 


She also discussed with them 
the need to prepare programmes, 
aimed at improving health and 
cultural standards of women in 
the region. 

Princess Basma also supervised 
the distribution of 60-tonnes of 
in-kind assistance to 1.000 poor 
families living in these villages. 

The Princess was accompanied 
by the Aqaba district governor, 
the Aqaba regional authority 
president and heads of govern- 
ment departments in Aqaba dis- 
trict. 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Thursday discusses women’s 
needs with representatives and officials of Aqaba district, during a 
four-village tour of south Jordan 


Conservation society sets out 
to eliminate vehicle fume emissions 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) is embarking on short- 
term and long-term plans to help 
rid the country of the danger of 
fumes emitted by car exhausts. 
RSCN President Anis Muasher 
told a press conference in Am- 
man Wednesday that the increas- 
ing amounts of fumes from car 
exhausts, particularly those emit- 
ted by diesel oil engines, were 
causing a great deal of concern to 
the health authorities as they are 
the source of a real health hazard 
to the public. 

The fames are the result of lack 
of proper maintenance of vehicles 
and “this has to be stopped by ali 
. means,” ’ sS&.Tfftf. .Muasher. - ! ' V 
V .TitweVr^t^Oears, t^e dan-" 
ger of fumes has become a reality 


to public health, especially inside 
the cities, he added. 

His warning marked the start 
of a nation-wide campaign laun- 
ched by the RSCN to alert the 
public against die dangers of such 
fames and to prepare for a gener- 
al programme by the private and 
the public sectors to reduce the 
amount of fames. 

Should the emission of fames 
be allowed to continue without 
proper treatment of the situation, 
it will be almost impossible to 
contain the problem later, Mr. 
Muasher maintained. 

The RSCN had written to the 
Prime Minister urging him to take 
action and the premier has re- 
sponded by circulating an official 
communique to all government 
departments to take appropriate 
measures 'to 'deal with' the situj*~ 4 . 
tfon , said ' the RSCN, president ' *. 

The main vehicles targetted in 


the current campaign, he said, 
are the Public Transport Cor- 
poration (PTC) buses, army vehi- 
cles and other cars owned and 
operated by the public sector. 

“Initially, we have created a 
special liaison committee to con- 
fer with the Public Transport 
Corporation and other concerned 
authorities to arrange for all their 
vehicles to undergo regular 
checking,” Mr. Muasher said. ' 

“PTC told us that in 200 days 
they can complete a maintenance 
programme on ail their buses, 
and it is hoped they will do that as 
soon as possible.” 

A fixed period will be granted 
to all organisations and private 
individuals operating diesel en- 
gine vehicles to complete the 
maintenance necessary to control 
the. fumes^accordiag to Mjv 
M uasher. 

The government will arrange 


for a special workshop at the 
borders to test each incoming 
vehicle and will arrange with the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany to reduce the amount of fuel, 
oil in the diesel oil sold to ensure 
a better quality product, he said. 

In a later stage, the refinery 
will be requested to eliminate the 
lead content in the oil products 
and special equipment will be 
fixed on new car exhausts coming 
into Jordan to complete the com- 
bustion of the fuel. Dr. Muasher 
explained. 

"The cost of repairing cars is 
nothing compared with the cost 
of dealing with health problems,” 
he said. 

Gradually, Mr. Muasher said, 
each car emitting fames will be 
stopped and its owner fined but 
not before ample time has been 
given tocar owners to take care 
of the necessary repairs. 


‘Death of Thebes’ returns to Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — For those of 
you who were not lucky enough 
to see "The Death of Thebes” in 
Casablanca in September, or to 
be invited to December's special 
performance in Jordan, the play 
will open at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC) on March 27 for an 
initial run through April 3. 

But if last year's audience re- 
sponses are any indication of 
things to come, "Thebes” will 
probably play longer and outside 
of Amman as well. 

The story centres on the dty of 
Thebes whose citizens have been 
made blind by the gods, until the 
return from exile of Noor Al 
Oyoun, a sighted prince who 
gives the people back their vision. 

Meanwhile, the play's develop- 
ment of themes of unrest, chaos 
and failure act as a reflection of 
the modern day Middle East, but 
not without a hopeful element. 

The antics of the people of 
Thebes are at the same time 
tragic and fanny; the key to the 
evenings entertainment. 

In ‘The Death of Thebes,” 
first staged at the Sth Internation- 
al University Theatre Festival in 
Casablanca last year, Al* 
Fawanees theatre group success- 
fully and artistically concluded 
their first decade of performing. 

Written and directed by Nader 
Outran, the play stars Moham- 
mad Al Kabbani. Suhair Fahd, 
Muhtasib Aref. Zein Ghanma, 
Amer Al Khuffash, and Habis 
Hussein. 

The musical score was written 
and arranged by Khuloud Al 


Resheq, who combines sounds 
from the Arab and Western 
worlds into a contemporary 
theme. " 

In Amman, "Thebes” played 
for a one- night, invitation-only, 
special performance in honour of 
the 18th Conference of the Union 
of Arab Writers and Intellectuals. 

Turnout for the performance 
was so overwhelming that the 
Royal Cultural Centre was forced 
to teO late-come rs that there was 
only standing room left. But that 
seemed to deter no one. 

A typical viewer comment was 
that of Khaidoun Al Husari who 
"found Thebes' delightful.” Dr. 
Husari said he "was looking for- 
ward to the Fawanees's next pro- 
duction.” 

The foreign community also 
attended in large numbers. 

According to Director of Prog- 
rammes at the American Cultural 
Centre Katherine Van de Vale, 
"Thebes” was "strikingly origin- 
al.” "One of the most compelling 
plays I have seen in the Arab 
World ” added Ms. Van de Vate. 

Al Fawanees avoid propaganda 
and send a message that is at the 
same time serious and thoroughly 
enjoyable. 

Last year, the group staged 
"Viva Gilgamesh,” another ma- 
jor production with satirical ele- 
ments, placing it in a class by 
itself. 

But with “Thebes.” Al 
Fawanees have gone beyond 
"Gfigamesb” in a production that 
is even more accessible while 
remaining universal in theme and 



A secene from “The Death of Thebes' 


Political mergers form 2 unified fronts 


By Saosan Gbosheb 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — In the past week, 
Jordan has witnessed two diffe- 
rent cases of political parties 
merging into one unified front. 

On Tuesday, March 16, two 
mergers were announced, the 
first was the union between Al- 
Ahd Patty and the Jordanian 
National Path (JNP); the second 
was between three Arab national- 
ist parties. 

Chairman of the JNP Awni 
Rajoub said "after negotiations 
with Al-Ahd, both parties de- 
cided to unite, perceiving their 
goals and principles to be the 
same." 

The JNP, formed prior to the 


democratism rion of Jordan in 
1989, received an invitation to 
join the Awakening Party, but 
found that they were closer in 
principle to Al-Ahd, Mr. Rajoub 
said. 

He said negotiations between 
his party and Al-Ahd bad been 
taking place since 1989. and that 
was the primary reason the JNP 
did not apply for licensing, be- 
lieving that eventually it would 
conglomerate into Al-Ahd, a 
licensed party. 

Chairman of Al-Ahd Abdul 
Hadi Al-Majali said the approx- 
imately 220 membere of the JNF 
will join Al-Ahd as "individuals 
and will not form a party within a 
party.” 


He added that negotiations are 
being held over the number of 
seats the JNP will hold in the 
executive committee until new 
elections take place. 

Mr. Rajoub said "our goal is 
not being members of the execu- 
tive committee, our goal is uni- 
ty.” 

According to Mr. Majali. talks 
on unity arc ongoing between 
national parties in Jordan. So far, 
he said, such talks have been 
'‘positive, but the parties need to 
be given time to develop.” 

Some parties need experience, 
he added. 

The second merger was 
announced by Secretary General 
of the Arab Socialist Baath Party 


United Assembly (ASBPU/ 
Mohammed Al Zoubi who c 
dared the ASBPUA, the An 
Popular Liberation Moveme 
and a group of Arab national!: 
had merged into a_ united pan 

As reported in Al Shaab A: 
bic daily, Mr. Zoubi said talks a 
ongoing between this new uni* 
and other parties and individu. 
in the United Arab National: 
Action Front to join this nt 
party. 

The reason for the merger 
these unlicensed parties, M 
Zoubi said, is for these sru 
parties to become stronger, 
order to give the Arab nations! 
movement the ability to act a: 
progress. 


Jordan readies itself in 
case of locust threat 


By Elia NasraBah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — In view of recent 
reports that desert locusts have 
been infesting areas on the west- 
ern coast of Saudi Arabia along . 
the Red Sea, Jordan is taking 
precautionary measures to ward 
off any possible invasion of the 
pest, according to Minister of 
Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh. 

Dr. Khasawneh told the Jordan 
Times Friday that the ministry, 
acting in cooperation with other 
departments and the Armed 
Forces will launch a surveillance 
campaign beginning today (Satur- 
dy) along the border with Saudi 
Arabia and Aqaba regions. "We 
are in daily contact with the Saudi 
authorities who have reported 
that the 38 swarms of locusts 


which recently invaded the coun- 
try are totally under control and 
the campaign to combat the pest 
was continuing unabated,” said 
the minister. 

"In fact, we have taken pre- 
cautionary measures and readied 
our teams as far back as Novem- 
ber 1992, when the first of these 
swarms appeared on Saudi terri- 
tory,” noted Dr. Khasawneh. 

“We are not in immediate dan- 
ger of any locust invasion; and 
the Tabouk area situated close to 
the southern borders of Jordan 
are reported by the Saudi author- 
ities to be completely free of the 
pest so far,” he added. 

Dr. Khasawneh explained that 
precautionary measures were a 
must because any atmospheric 
depresion can influence the 
movements of the locusts. 


Audit Bureau reports o 
government violations 


AMMAN ( Petra J — A report by 
the Audit Bureau presented at a 
meeting of heads of government 

departments has revealed a signi- 
ficant level of embezzlement, 
mishandling of public funds, 
forgery and employment prac- 
tices that violate government 
rules and regulations. 

The report, presented at the 
meeting which was called to dis- 
cuss measures to ensure that reg- 
ulations are being followed, re- 
vealed that in 1991 alone, the 
Audit Bureau investigated 1,114 
violations in government depart- 
ments and that SI per cent of the 
total cases still remain outstand- 
ing. It added that some cases 
were unresolved because of the 
failure of the concerned depart- 
ments to respond to the Audit 
Bureau's inquiries. 


New law encourages safer 
building, ethical engineering 


By Sausan Ghosbeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The new building 
codes in Jordan, issued in March 
1992 by a group of engineers 
under directives from His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
have prompted new legislation 
regarding the licensing, design 
and engineering consultation of 
constructions. 

The Jordan Times received 


complaints from people who de- 
sire to i)6ild homes, bu 


nit who say 
that because of the new legisla- 
tion they are unable to afford to. 

Professor of Political Science at 
the University of Jordan Nasser 
Tahboub said he "will not be able 
to build a home due to these 
changes." 

He said the price for the design 
of one square metre has risen 
from one dinar to nine dinars. 

This law “restricts those with 
limited income in the size of the 
house,” that is, if they can build 
to begin with, he said. 

Dr. Tahboub criticised the new 
legislation , saying that it gives the 
Jordanian Engineers Association 
(JEA)‘‘final control” and it 
assumes that people have their 
money upfront when they build, 
referring to the 25 per cent con- 
sultation fee the client must pay 
in advance for such services. 

Head of the JEA Husni Abu 
Ghaida refuted these charges, 
saying (hat fees for designs and 
consultations have not been in- 
creased. 

He said the objective of this 
new legislation is to ensure that 
buildings are constructed on safe 
grounds with the supervision of 
an engineer. 

Mr. Abu Ghaida maintained 
that fees for designing a house in 
the past were more than they are 
at present after the enactment of 
the new legislation. But he said, 
in the past, people used to pay 
only for the primary designs to 
obtain the required building li- 


cence, neglecting to carry out the 
executive designs. 

This he said was illegal. 

To control such practices, he 
said, this new legislation cancel- 
led the primary design require- 
ment, and now only requires the 
executive design. 

Fees for the executive design 
range from JD 1.05 to JD 2.80 
per square metre, according to 
the type of housing and the area 
in which it will be built. 

-In the past, the cost of the 
^rimaryedesign and the Executive 
design combined was approx-' 
imately JD 4 per square metre. 

Houses less than 400 square 
metres need partial engineering 
supervision, which in the past had 
a fixed price of JD 500. Now, Mr. 
Abu Ghaida said, the price of the 
supervision will equal the cost of 
. the design of that house. Thus, in 
some cases the price will exceed 
JD 500 and in others it will not. 

For houses that exceed 400 
square metres the cost for fall- 
time supervision differs according 
to the type and size of the house 
and the area in which it has built. 
Therefore, a deluxe house will 
cost JD 9 for design and consulta- 
tion, while a modest house will 
cost JD 5 per square metre. 

The fees for consultation and 
design -do not exceed more than 


five per cent of the total price of 
the construction, Mr. Abu 
Ghaida said, maintaining that 
they are one of the lowest in the 
world. 

He objected,’ he said, to the 
mentality of many Jordanians 
who think they should pay more 
for a bathroom than for an en- 
gineer, who is essential in build- 
ing a safe house. 

Before the enactment of the 
new legislation, Mr. Abu Ghaida 
said,- there were engineering 
-offices .who~ fraudulently -Spied 
design plans and supervision pap- 
ers without proper follow up. 

These offices signed the docu- 
ments for home-buyers, at low 
costs, in order to obtain a build- 


•ing licence, he added. 
This 


practice, he maintained, 
resulted in many buildings with 
structural problems, adding that 
“every week,” he receives one or 
two complaints about structural 
problems in buildings. 

Mr. Abu Ghaida said the new 
law allows the JEA to control the 
process and to check that the 
engineering offices are actually 
supervising the constructions they 
said they would. 

Most engineering firms are 
pleased with the new legislation, 
saying that it will improve the 
standard of the designs and will 


international standard. 

What next? Al Fawanees are 
planning a new production for 
this summer, with yet another 
approach to theatre which prom- 
ises to be simultaneously fan and 
thoughtful. 


OPEN DAILY AS USUAL DURING THE EID 


BEST COLLECTION IN TOWN 
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TENNIS BALLS 
RACQUETS 
& SHOES 








WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP 

WADI SAQRA STR. TEL:633379 


YOUR 3 MOTHERS 



1. Your natural mother . 

2. 'ffour utife. 

3„ ffiwr rssenfcfe®! Hra-flaw 


‘Are looking forward for their presents for Mother’s Day. 
To satisfy them ali, go to: 

Suitable 

4b Dajani Jewellers Gifts 

W Amra Hotel 


From 

JD35 
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The bureau’s secretary gencr; 
Eid Kharabsheh, who read r 
report to the meeting Thursdu 
indicated that the bureau h 
discovered that 331 employe 
were appointed to govemme 
posts in violation of Civil Servi 
Commission (CSC) regulation 
The report also revealed ir 
only 100 out of 159 capital p; 
jects were implemented dun 
1991. 

The inaccuracy in recordi 
revenues and expenses led to 
decrease in the amount of st: 
revenues as estimated in the 19 
fiscal budget, said the report 
It also said that a total of . 
150 million allocated for proje* 
were not spent, not because 
the lack of such funds, but t 
cause of technical and administ: 
tive shortcomings. 


enable reputable engineer! 
offices to compete with unethi 
offices, who charged only 
their signature. 

But they said the legislation 1 
some downfalls. 

First, the process is long : 
bureaucratic. 

Second, the small engineer 
firms will find it difficult to [ 
salaries for the first couple 
months because the consultat 
fees are paid by the client to 
JEA which will in turn pay 
engineering office in charge a: 
90 days. 

In the meantime, the engine 
are paying for the office out 
their own pocket. 

This, they say, benefits 
engineering "sharks." 

Third, a loop-hole exists in 
law, because some unethical 
gineers will in an indirect v 
return part of the money to 
client without the knowledge 
the engineering association am 
turn will not supervise the c 
sanction as they should. 

A committee was formed 
amend the law in order to ben 
the engineering firms. 

Still, for the most part 
gineers are happy with the i 
legislation, believing that it 
improve the level of engines 
in Jordan. 



ARAB BANK 


Announces the opening of a 
new office at 


Al Isra 1 University 

Banking services started 
on Saturday 20 March 1993 


Arab Bank, 

Al Isra 1 University Office, 
Queen Alia International Airport Rd. 
P O Box 140025 - Wadi Seer 
Tel & Fax 07-51543 


ARAB BANK 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT 
SHMEISANI- AMMAN 

P.O.BOX 950544-5. TELEPHONE:860115. 660131 
TELEX: 23091 ARABNK JO. FAX: 606793 
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Twin messages for Rabin 

THE TWO messages that Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin received and was trying to decipher on his 
way back to Israel following his U.S. trip should 
be strong enough to make him change both his 
strategy and tactics in the Middle East peace 
process. 

The first message, which is not exactly new, is 
that the Palestinians have had enough of Israel's 
. “benign” occupation and that they are prepared 
to go to new lengths in resisting their occupiers. 

The second message came of course from Syria. 
Contrary to Rabin's strategy, of achieving a 
separate deal with Damascus, President Hafez A1 
Assad made it clear that Syria wants comprehen- 
sive peace “on all the fronts.” 

The ever-mounting Palestinian violence in the 
occupied territories is not meant to terrorise the 
Israelis, as Israeli and American leaders want the 
world to believe. The Palestinians, despairing at 
the prolonged occupation and continued repres- 
sion by the Israelis as well as the staggering pace 
of the peace process, have reached a stage where 
. they feel the only hope of salvation lies in 
resistance against all forms, symbols and repre- 
sentatives of the occupation. Rabin must under- 
stand that the Israeli people's fundamental con- 
flict is not with the Syrians, Jordanians or 
Lebanese. It is with the Palestinians. If Israeli 
leaders think that by neutralising Syria and the 
other Arab parties they can marginalise the 
Palestinians and bury their case, they are mis- 
; taken. Even the dovish partners in the Labour-led 
coalition cannot be so naive as to think that by 
unilaterally pulling out of Gaza,- Palestinian vio- 
lence will cease. It will not, and resistance can 
only intensify in the West Bank if Gaza is made 
the right example. 

If Rabin and his partners want real peace with 
Israel's neighbours in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon 
they must realise that their country has first to 
make peace with the Palestinians. 

Other Arab peoples and countries have all been 
involved in the conflict in Palestine because of the 
injustice done to the Palestinians and their con- 
tinued exile and suffering. So, unless an end is 
found to the problem of the Palestinians and their 
national rights are addressed, there will he no 
peace between Arabs and Israelis. 

Nobody should blame Rabin for the way he 
thinks, but he should be found guilty for not 
exerting enough effort to find out how his 
adversaries do. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


By G.H. Jansen - 

THE SOUND of the huge bomb 
that exploded in the garage of the 
Twin lowers of the Worid Trade 
Centre Friday Feb. 26. and the 
treraours it set up, will be heard 
and felt far beyond the east side 
of Lower Manhattan in New 
York. That violent event signal- 
led a shift of seismic dimensions 
in the power-relationship be- 
tween continents: between the 
Afro- Asian countries of the Third 
World and the First World, rep- 
resented by its leading power. 
The explosion also contributed to 
a campaign of demonisation 
against Islam. 

A historian in the future, sur- 
veying the relationships between 
the Third World and the First, 
which was represented for a long 
stretch of time by the imperial 
powers of Europe, could not but 
be struck by the strange fact that 
during the anti-imperial struggle 
in Third World countries, so little 
violence was directed at indi- 
vidual citizens of the imperial 
countries or at specifically First 
World targets. 

Thus, it is a proud boast of the 
Indian national movement that 
only a handful of Britons were 
attacked in India in the course of 
the long drawn-out struggle and 
that it was only in the Quit India 
Movement that government 
buildings were targeted in any 
number. If that “immunity" can 
be attributed to the non-violent 
tactics of Mahatma Gandhi, there 
was a great deal of that “immun- 
ity" even in struggles that were 
not non-violent, as in Indonesia 
or Indo-China or the Arab coun- 
tries. 

That being the strange situa- 
tion in the countries where the 
struggle was actually taking 
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AMMAN — Although the 
Jordanian Communist Party 
(JCP) refuses to acknowledge 
that a split has occured in its 
ranks, a look at both the ideol- 
ogy and membership of 
another socialist party, that has 
recently emerged, suggests 
otherwise. In all but name, the 
Jordanian Socialist Democratic 
Party (JSDP) seems to be iden- 
tical to the JCP. 

JSDP Secretary General Issa 
Mdanat stopped short of 
admitting that his party is a 
splinter group of the JCP. 
saying his pany is an extension 
to the JCP, which was formed 
in 1951. - • 

Both parties are Marxist in 
ideology, seeking “social jus- 
tice" which they believe will in 
the long run culminate in a 
socialist society. According to 
Mr. Mdanat, all members of 
the JSDP, established in Octo- 
ber 1992, were members of the 
JCP and some were political 
bureau and central committee 
members, such as himself, 
Mustafa Shinikat, Mussa Maita 
and Mazen Halaseh. 

The beginnings of the split 
.became visible to those in the 
JCP approximately two years 
ago. How and why the dissen- 
tion occured has many conflict- 
ing stories depending on which 
side explains it. Differences 
over the political programme, 
the ideology and the structure 
of the party were given as 
reasons for this dissention. 

Mr. Mdanat, an old time 
Communist, says that changes 
at the international, regional 
and local levels have led Com- 
munist parties everywhere to 
reevalute their methodology. 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


AL RAT Arabic daily Friday commented on statements by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres to the Knesset in which he said 
that Israel was intent on reaching a peaceful treaty with Syria, 
saying that such statements are meant to cause splits among the 
.Arab states directly involved in the peace process. This is not a 
new policy of Israel, which is keen on causing divisions among the 
Arab ranks, but it is a policy, that can yield no result for the Jewish 
state, said the daily in an editorial. It said that the Arab parties 
have reached consensus on not accepting any partial settlements 
with Israel under any circumstances because, it said, the Arabs 
believe that there can be no alternative to a comprehensive and 
lasting settlement that can bring about genuine peace to the 
region. The elements of peace are known and the approach to 
peace is through the implementation of U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338. the paper added. Any settlement should 
be based on the principle of recognising the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people and can be swapped for land usurped over 
the past 25 years, the paper demanded. Israel has to date ignored 
the rights of the Palestinian people, directed its attention to 
massing arms and launching aggression on the Arabs and it 
xmtinued its atrocities against the Arab population under its rule, 
the paper said. Mr. Peres and other decision-makers in Israel, 
added the daily, should realise the requirements of a lasting peace 
and should know that no Arab party can conclude a separate 
treaty with the Jewish state. 

A COLUMNIST in Al .Ra’i Arabic daily said that the private 
sector bears a major responsibility in helping deal with the 
unemployment problem in Jordan. It goes without saying that a 

solution to this problem does not lie only with the government 
which is trying its best to find jobs for the job seekers, said Salah 
Abdul Samad. Saying that some employers have been exploiting 
their workers, forcing them to cany out extra burdens, the writer 
said that such practice is being exercised because the employers 
realise that the workers in their pay would find it hard to get 
another job should they take action against the cruel rules. The 
writer said that it is fortunate that such practice is exercised by a 
few irresponsible employers who, he said, should be stopped by 
the government and should be made to realise that such 
behaviour is a flagrant violation of ail religious, moral and social 
orinciples and considered alien w the Jordan society. Dealing 
with unemployment is the responsibility of society as a whole, and 
the employers of the private sector are part of this society, he 
added The writer said that the whole nation should be mobilised 
to find solutions to this chronic problem. 


JORDANIAN DAILY newspap- 
ers last week focused on the 
ongoing escalation of violence in 
the occupied Arab territories, the 
U.S. -Israeli attitude and a host of 
domestic issues in Jordan. 

Al Dustour daily openly ac- 
cused the United States of enforc- 
ing Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's hand and encourag- 
ing the Jewish state in its current 
repressive measures against the 
Palestinians. The escalation of 
violence, triggered by the Israelis 
and the atrocities of the Jewish 
settlers in the occupied lands, 
emerged following a tour of the 
region by the U.S. Secretary of 
Stare Warren Christopher and 
during Mr. Rabin's tour of the 
United States and his talks with 
the Clinton administration, said 
the paper. For its part, Washing- 
ton has openly declared its inten- 
tion of maintaining an Israeli 
military superiority over the Arab 
states m defiance of the Arab 
Nation, said the daily. 

A columnist in Sawt Al Shaab 
daily said that the escalation of 
resistance to the Israeli occupa- 
tion has forced the Israelis to 
contemplate withdrawing from 
the Gaza Strip. Salameh Ekour 
said that it was not out of respect 
for resolution 242 and 338 that 
the Israelis are contemplating 
such a decision but rather under 
pressure from the intifada. Only 
through confrontation will Israel 
be forced to withdraw its forces 
from the occupied lands and only 
through a war of attrition will the 
Jewish state succumb to the Arab 
will, said the writer. 
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Exploding into a new era 

The New York* World Trade Centre blast signals a shift in 
Third World struggle against the United States. 


place, it is hardly to be wondered 
at the almost total immunity in 
the metropolitan countries — lit- 
tle or no violence against indi- 
viduals or governmental targets 
in Britain and France, Holland or 
.Belgium. 

The U.S., having become a 
metropolitan power since World 
War II, has enjoyed the same 
immunity. Indeed, the first reac- 
tion of American commentators 
was that the Twin Towers explo- 
sion marked the end of an epoch 
when the U.S. was “immune” 
from “terrorism.'' The “immun- 
ity" of the U.S. to such violence 
was even more strange than in the 
case of the old metropolitan pow- 
ers because there are so many 
countries, all over the Third 
World, whose nationalist “terror- 
ists" had good reason to commit 
acts of retaliatory violence in the 
U.S. due to the violence they had 
had to suffer in their countries as 
a result of U.S. policies. 

It is a long list: Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Laos; Bangladesh 
and India (which have had to 
fight wars against a Pakistan 
armed and supported by the 
U.S.); Iran, and all the 22 Arab 
countries' grappling with Israel, 
the strategic friend and ally of the 
U.S.; Angola and Mosambique, 
ravaged by warlords promoted by 
the U.S.: and scores of countries 
in Central and South America, 
ravaged by dictators, created and 


supported by the U.S. None of 
these have dared to resort to 
terrorism against the U.S., hardly 
at all on its own temtory, except 
for the officers of USIS and a few 
embassies (and none at all in the 
U.S. itself). 

But now, perhaps with the ex- 
ample set in New York, there 
■ could be other retaliatory attacks 
on the metropolitan U.S. 

There lias been one exception: 
the Palestinians. In June 1968, a 
young Palestinian, Sirhan Sirhan, 
shot and killed Robert Kennedy, 
in a kitchen in a hotel in Los 
Angeles because in the course of 
his presidential campaign, Mr. 
Kennedy had pledged total 
armed support to Israel. As he 
pulled the trigger. Mr. Sirhan 
called out, “I did it for my coun- 
try”. But those six worths, which 
explained his nationalist motiva- 
tion, were successfuly buried by 
the pro-Israeli American media. 
Instead, because there was no 
alternative motivation, like Com- 
munism, it was put about that 
Mr. Sirhan was “strange", 
perhaps not quite right in the 
head. 

Now, after a long gap of 25 
years, Palestinians, allegedly, 
have struck back violently at the 
U.S. and in the U.S. and once 
again their national motivation is 
being obscured by linking them to 
“Islamic terrorism.” Even before 
the first arrest was made, of a 


Palestinian, the media specula- 
tion was that militant Muslims 
were, most probably, almost cer- 
tainly, involved in the bombing. 
And no sooner had Mohammad 
Salameh been charged than it was 
emphasised that he was “con- 
nected" to fundamentalists be- 
cause be had attended a mosque 
in Jersey City in which sermons 
had been preached by a blind, 
militant Egyptian Sheikh. 

The -Palestinian-Muslim Isla- 
mic theory was readily accepted 
in the West because the ground 
had been prepared by years of 
Israeli and pro-Israeli propagan- 
da on the theme that after the 
collapse of Communism, Islam 
had taken. its place as the main 
threat to the West. This theme 
was repeated and amplified by no 
less a person than the President 
of Israel, Chaim Herzog, during 
his recent visits to Britain and 
France. 

Immediately after the arrests of 
the “culprits" allegedly linked to 
militant Islam, commentators in 
Israel emphasised that the Twin 
Towers explosion should not be 
seen as an isolated incident but as 
one occurrence in a worldwide 
anti-Western campaign by “Isla- 
mic terrorism”, in which Israel 
and the West should fight side by 
side. 

Israel's anti-Islam stance had 
small beginnings, that were the 
direct result of Israelis policies in 


Lebanon. In the early 1980s, the 
Israelis realised that their real 
enemy was no longer Arab or 
Palestinians nationalism but was 
instead militant Islam, as repre- 
sented by the Lebanese Shia 
groups, Amal and Hizbollab, 
especially the latter. 

HizboDah was the only group 
which kept up armed attacks on 
Israel and Israel’s local ally from 
its bases in south Lebanon. In- 
deed, Hizbollah formally de- 
clared that it would keep up these 
attacks as long as Israel obstinate- 
ly refused to comply with Security 
Council Resolution 425 of 1978, 
which demanded that Israel with- 
draw to the international borders 
between itself and Lebanon. 
Israel, however, set up an Israel- 
controlled “security zone" inside 
Lebanon in Shia territory. So, to 
get rid of the Israelis, Hizbollah's 
guerrillas fired and still fire rock- 
ets into Israel and ambush Israeli 
army units with mines and road- 
side bombs. And no amount of 
Israeli punitive action, using artil- 
lery or helicopter gunshrps, de- 
ters the Shias. 

At the opposite end of Israel, 
in the Gaza Strip, Israel found 
that its most active antagonist was 
the Sunni Palestinian Islamic 
group, Hamas (which Israel had 
at one point encouraged as a 
counterweight to the PLO). 

Thus IrvteH in mmhat with 


mic groups supported by the Isla- 
mic Republic of Iran, Israel 
broadened its target from these 

wb groups to “Islamic terrorism 

as a whole. „ . , 

This theory found ready 
acceptLtce in the West where 
there has been a residue of anti- 
Islamic feeling ever since the 
crusades in the eleventh antury 
It is hardly surprising mat the 
U S. State Department s list of 
‘•terrorist states" mentions, apart 
from Communist Cuba, only 
Muslim countries: Syria, Iran, 
Iraq and Libya. Apart from ter- 
rorism”, another source of anta- 
gonism between the West and 
Islam is that militant Muslims are 
opposed to the moderate local 
friends of the West in such Mus : 
lim countries as EgypL Saudi 
Arabia, Tunisia and Algeria. 

Will the Twin Tower bombing 
be an isolated act like that of 
Sirhan Sirhan? Probably i rot, be- 
cause the target of Third World 
retaliatory violence has been nar- 
rowed down and concentrated on 
“the One World Power," against 
which there is much more anger 
and resentment in 1993 than 
there was in 1968. especially in 
West Asia. 

The West and Israel would 
have nothing to fear from. '‘Isla- 
mic terrorism” if they only fol- 
lowed policies that were observ- 
ably just and impartial in, for 
instance. West Asia and the Bal- 
kans. If not. they may have occa- 
sion to remember that a crude, 
homemade Third World type of 
bomb used against the Twin Tow- 
ers could be as dangerous and 
destructive as any sophisticated 
First World model. 

The writer is a Cyprus-based 


Democratising’ Communism 9 


In the second article in a series of profiles of 
political parties, Sausan Ghosheh talks to the 
head of the Jordanian Socialist Democratic Party 
about the past and future of a movement that says 
it has adapted Marxism to the needs of the 
Jordanian Society. 
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Issa Mdanat, seeking “social justice”? 


The JCP, he said, discussed 
these issues and two opinions 
emerged, one perceiving these 
changes to be an indication 
that reform is needed, and the 
other looked upon these trans- 
formations as being of minor 
importance; a split therefore 
occured. However, in inter- 
views with the Jordan Times, 
both parties have emphasised 
the importance of these trans- 
formations and the need for 
reform, making it difficult to 
trace any differences in their 
positions. 

Mr. Mdanat said the JSDP, 
under the current circumst- 
ances, saw it fit to adopt a' 
political programme focusing 
on national and democratic 
issues, seeking to establish a 
socialist society only in the 
long run. Although the JCP 
does not emphasise the nation- 
al factor, in rhetoric, its prog- 
ramme is similar in nature to 
that of the JSDP. 

Like the JCP, the JSDP aims 
at strengthening democracy, 
developing the Jordanian in- 
dustrial and agricultural sec- 
tors, and securing political and 
economic independence. The 
JSDP, however, sees no harm 
in dealing economically with 
capitalist countries in order to 
advance Jordan’s technology, 
thus portraying a more liberal 
attitude than that displayed by 
many Communist parties. 

Members of the JSDP have 
been accused by their former 
comrades of losing faith in the 
Marxist philosophy, resulting 
in their split from the JCP. Mr. 
Mdanat rejects this accusation 
and explains that JSDP mem- 
bers, who were at one point 


“fundamentalists” in their 
perception of Marxism, now 
use Marxism as an “epistomol- 
ogy", trying to adapt it to the 
Jordanian society. 

According to Dr. Yacoub 
Zayadin,” secretary general of 
the JCP, this new approach to 
Marxism has also been 
embraced by the JCP, making 
more ambiguous the reason for 
the split. 


Although both die JCP and 
the JSDP attribute the collapse 
of the Soviet Union to the lack 
of democracy in the country 
and the party, emphasising the 
need for democratic reform 
within the ranks of their own 
parties, Mussa Kouader, JSDP 
Political Bureau member, 
attributes the reason for the 
dissention to the “lack of 
democracy in the JCP.” 


Mr. Mdanat said that the 
JSDP changed its internal 
organisation in order to “allow 
democracy.” In addition. Mr. 
Kouader said the party is “call- 
ing for pluralism within itself 
and not just in the Jordanian 
society.” 

But when looking at the 
structure of the JSDP, it seems 
similar to the JCP: hierarchic- 
al.. Furthermore, the reforms 
that the JSDP says it im- 
plemented are the same as the 
reforms Dr. Zayadin said the 
JCP is undergoing, such as 
term limitations and open dia- 
logue. 

The JSDP is similar in its 
form, politics and ideology to 
the JCP, which makes the 
reason for the dissent unclear 
and causes some observers to 
attribute it to personality con- 
flirts. 

Although members of the 
JSDP have had a long history 
of, political activity in Jordan, 
like other leftist parties, the 
JSDP is not popular with the 
masses. This, Mr. Kouader ex- 
plains, is because the left is 
calling for substantial change 
in all aspects of life. Change, 
he added, is hard for people to 
accept. 

The JSDP, according to its 
members, comprises 300-400 
individuals of whom less than 
10 per cent are women. 

When asked if these. parties 
with similar outlooks "should 
unite rather than split in order 
to become stronger, Mr. Mda- 
nat said his party was the first 
to caH for the unity of the left. 
He said the JSDP has received 
positive responses from the 
Jordanian Democratic Peo- 


ple's Party and the Jordanian 
Democratic Popular Unity 
Party and the three groups are 
in the process of forming a 
joint leadership committees at 
local, regional and higher level 
positions. 

However, the JCP has not 
responded to his call, describ- 
ing the call for unity as “ wish- 
ful thinking by lssa Mdanat” 
and adding that it would have 
responded to the move if it had 
thought it was something for- 
mal. 

Counting on alleged support 
in Amman, Karak (Mr. Mda- 
nat’s hometown), Irbid, Zar- 
ka, Hussein Refugee Camp 
and Baqa Refugee Camp, the 
JSDP hopes to win two par- 
liamentary seats in the coming 
elections. In the past elections. 
Issa Mdanat won a seat in 
Parliament and Miistafa Shini- 
kat came dose to winning a 
second one. So far, the JSDP 
has not dedded h6w many of 
its members it will nominate, 
saying that this will depend on 
its financial ability. 

The party’s finances, accord- 
ing to Mr. Mdanat, are 
obtained from membership 
fees and from donations. The 
JSDP, he said, suffers from 
finandal shortages, explaining 
that all the money the JCP 
owned before the split re- 
mained with the current JCP 
and negotiations over red aim- 
ing it are underway. 

JCP sources denied that any 
negotiations are undergoing 
and stated that “the money” 
owned by any party “is for the 
party and not for individuals in 
it.” 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 

The power of the intifada 


Saleh Qallab, a columnist in AJ 
Dustour, expressed dismay at the 
attitudes of most Arab states with 
regard to the ongoing events in 
the occupied lands. The writer 
said that most Arab states are 
showing indifference to the 
events and not caring for the 
urgent need of assistance re- 
quired by the Palestinian resist- 
ance to enable it to continue the 
struggle. 

Taher Al Udwan criticised 
Palestinian leaders who recently 
rejected Israel’s idea of with- 
drawing from Gaza. The col- 
umnist, who writes for Al Dus- 
tour, said that Mr. Rabin’s “ex- 
pected” decision to withdraw 
from Gaza can be understood as a 
measure to avoid further killings 
of Israeli troops, but it is not 
understandable to hear Arab 
voices warning against such 
move. 

Asaad Abdul Rahman said in a 
column in Al Ral daily that Mr. 
Rabin has no alternative but to 
withdraw from Gaza and all the 
occupied Arab lands. The writer 
said that although the eyes are 
now turned to Gaza, it would not 
be long before the Israelis could 
be contemplating the idea of pul- 
ling am from the rest of the occu- 
pied lands under the pressure of 
the intifada. 

Abdul Rahim Omar, another 
columnist in Al Ra’i, commented 
on the upsurge of violence and 
resistance activities in the occu- 


pied lands by saying that the 
intifada, which started five years 
ago with stones, is now being 
transformed into a real rebellion. 
The writer said Jhar the Israelis 
are now forced to distribute 
weapons to all scoiety members 
so that they can protect them- 
selves from this rebellion. 

But for the Palestinians, he 
said, the struggle is bound to 
continue as the local population is 
determined to regain its freedom 
and no Israeli measures can stop 
them from doing so. 

Tareq Masarweh, a columnist 
m Al Ra*i, said that in the light of 
the Rabin visit to the United 
States and bis talks with President 
Bill Clinton, the Arabs are con- 
vinced now that Washington can 
by no means play the role of full 
partner in the peace process.” 
The writer said that the Ointon- 
Rabin agreement will provide the 
directives for the coming peace 
talks between the Arabs and the 
Israelis. The Arab parties have 
no alternative but to obey the 
“American master" now that 
they are in disarray with Iraa and 
Egypt out of the way, said the 
writer. He said that all the Arab 
parties are bound to go to 
Washington for the next session' 
but they ought to prepare them- 
selves to deal with the United 
States, which can by no means 
play the role of partner. 

Commenting on the coming 
meeting to be held in Syria later 


this month by the Arab parties to 
the peace talks, Sawt Al Shaab 
daily said that the Arab foreign 
ministers meeting is dedsive and 
could determine the rate of the 
coming peace session. The paper 
said that while preparations are 
underway for the coming meet- 
ing, we continue to hear conflict- 
ing statements by the Palestinian 
and other Arab leaders about the 
coming negotiations and also ab- 
out the Arab Nation’s stand vis-a- 
vis the implementation of the 
Security Council Resolution 799. 
If, the Arabs allow Mr. Rabin to 
get away with his plans not to 
repatriate the expellees in imple- 
mentation of that resolution, said 
the paper, very little can be ex- 
pected to come from the peace 
negotiations which are supposed- 
ly based on Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338. 

Taher Al Udwan, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, said that in the 
light of the Rabm-Clinton agree- 
ment as announced in Washing- 
ton, the Arab foreign ministers 
meeting in Damascus later this 
month ought to take a decision 
concerning a future Arab strategy 
not only with regard to the peace 
talks but rather concerning future 
dealings with the United Stales 
and Israel. The writer said that as 
the 'Arab masses remain in the 
dark about the coming moves of 
the Arab stales, the Damascus 
parley is expected to declare a 
clear-cut stand and remove ling- 


ering suspicions about the peace 
process. 

A columnist in Sawt Al Shaab 
daily called for a quick end to the 
disputes between Baghdad and 
Damascus as a means to end the 
disarray m Arab ranks. Hani 
Khasawneh said that the Zionist- 
Western strategy has always been 
based on keeping Iraq and Syria 
separated and hostile to each 
other, and any move towards 
reconciling them has been strong- 
ly and fiercely opposed by ail 
means. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, a col- 
umnist In Al Dustour, tari k l gd the 
question of unity between the 
Palestinian and Jordanian peo- 
ple, saying that the two sides are 
bound to be united for ewer. 
“Any tampering with the real 
unity between the Palestinians 
and the Jordanians can only bo 
interpreted as a move to harm 
Arab national interests, said the 
writer. Jordan’s severance of 
admini strative relations between 
the two banks of the River Jordan 
was only meant as a means to 
consolidate the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s struggle and their identity, 
said the writer. But, he said, the 
move on the part of Jordan can 
by no means end the real and 
national unity between the Jor- 
dan and Palestinian families who 
in feet form a united family. 

Fahed Al Fanek, a columnist in 
Al Ra'i, criticised voices seeking 


to see Jordanian women retreat 
from their drive to contribute 
positively and constructively to 
the socio-economic development 
of Jordan. Only underdeveloped 
and reactionary communities in 
the world consider women as half 
human beings while advanced 
societies worldwide consider 
women equal to men, said the 

writer. The writer said that 
although Jordanian women are in 
a better position than women in 
many Arab states, there is a long 
way to go to help them to exercise 
their social, political and other 
rights in full. The writer said that 
the progress achieved in the 
women’s position in Jordan 
should not be ruined and their 
contribution to socio-economic 
development must not be allowed 
to regjess under any circumst- 
ances. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i criti- 
osed Parliament members for 
tbor negligence of their duty, 
izzat Abdul Ali said lately the 
public has been witnessing a 
negative attitude on the part of 
deputies who chose on several 
evasions to absent themselves 
from sessions, thus failing in their 
duty to their country? The voters 
are not happy at all at seeing their 
representatives in Parliament 
being transformed into downs. 


come up with a cone 
to find a solution to 
pjoyment problem an 
of the chronic issues 
to as they approach 
their mandate. 
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Exiles feud 

(Continued from page j) 

muddy. naRcshift camp. 

Hamas supporters returned to 
their tents without taking part in 
the match. 

An expellee, who declined to 
be identified, said Iranian Re- 
volutionary Guards smuggled 
food to the camp between Israeli 
and Lebanese lines Thursday and 
bad a meal with the men. 

Revolutionary Guards have 
* been based in eastern Lebanon 
’since Israel invaded in 1982 to 
expel Palestinian guerrillas. 

“What Rantisi said represents 
his own poisiton,” Mr. Shami 
told Reuters. Islamic Jihad has 
doser ties to Iran than Hamas. 

Iran had urged Muslims to rally 
Friday to help Palestinians regain 
their rights. 

Protests have been held on the 
. last Friday of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan since Iran’s Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini dedicated 
the day to anti-Israeli demonstra- 
l dons in 1979. 

1 Iranian demonstrators, some 
wearing white shrouds to show 
their willingness to die for Islam, 
converged on Tehran University 
for mass Friday prayers as part of 
nationwide rallies, Tehran Radio 
said. 

Iranian Television showed men 
and black-clad women carrying 
signs reading “Israel must be 
obliterated,” and placards show- 
ing a star of David engulfed by 
flames of the Palestinian uprising. 

“It is a basic source of pride for 
us that today Iran is alone among 
180 countries of the world to say 
it is against negotiation (with 
Israel)," President Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani said in a sermon. 
“It is not for no reason that they 
accuse us of stubbornness." 

A statement read at the rally to 
the approving chants of “Allahu 
•*, Akbar," called for continuation 

Suspect 
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charges in the shooting. 

Mr. Gabrowny, Mr. • Nosair, 
Mr. Salameh and the missing taxi 
driver are said to be followers of 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, a' 
fundamentalist cleric who 
preaches at mosques in New 
Jersey and Brooklyn. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, who is 
fighting a U.S. deportation order, 
is a spiritual leader for fun- 
damentalists in Egypt who are 
charged with a series of attacks. 

In an interview on Thursday 
with Cable News Network 
(CNN), Sheikh Abdul Rahman ■ 
denied any involvement in the 
attack and blamed the news 
media for linking him to the blast. 

“The FBI (Federal Bureau of 
Investigations) has never accused 
me, so why do you show my 
picture in connection with the 
bombing?” he said, 
d 

T He said in the interview that he 
does not know any of those 
charged in the crime. He said 
anyone “can go and pray at the 
mosque where I pray...” 

Egypt said Thursday it did not 
have enough evidence to put 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman on trial 
for the attacks. 

General Bahaeddine Ibrahim, 
a senior security official, on 
Thursday described Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman as the ‘philo- 
sopher’ of the militants, who have 
killed dozens of people in their 
campaign to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman is a 
threat to U.S. security and has 
several thousand followers in 
Egypt, a judge reportedly said in 
a deportation ruling. 
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Masked HizboUah fighters march through a Beirut Suburb Friday marking A1 Quds Day (AFP photo) 


of “jihad operations against the 
occupiers of Quds," Iran’s IRNA 
news agency said. 

It listed Israel and the United 
Stales as Islam's foremost foes, 
followed by “Serb butchers," and 
urged Muslim youth around the 
world to form resistance ceils 
against them, IRNA said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said all the 
West's enmity against Iran flowed 
from Iran’s stance on the Palesti- 
nian problem which he described 
as the “focal point of the standoff 
between Islam and infidelity, the 
oppressors and the oppressed." 

“If they raise (our seeking of) 
nudear arms.... terrorism or hu- 
man rights (violations'), it is all 


because of this.*’ he said. 

In Beirut, sword- wielding Shi’i- 
ter Muslims in Japanese -style nin- 
ja warrior costumes paraded in 
the Lebanese capital southern 
slums Friday to mark Al Quds 
Day.. 

Their heads covered in hoods, 
they sboured "Death to Israel 
and its patron, the great Satan" 
and trampled the U.S. and Israeli 
flags. 

Some 2,000 militants of the 
Iranian-backed HizboUah took 
part in the parade. Some wore 
green, and others black attire that 
covered them from 1 head to toe. 
They were cheered by a crowd of 
about 10,000 people. 


Lebanese policemen watched 
from a distance as the men per- 
formed one of their “drills" — a 
rescue operation for victims of a- 
hypothetical carbombing. 

The crowd dispersed peacefully 
an hour later. 

Hundreds of Palestinians mar- 
ched through the dusty streets of 
the *Ain Al Hilweh refugee camp 
in South Lebanon, chanting “We 
shall return, Jerusalem is ours." 

The teeming shantytown, the 
largest among 13 refugee camps 
in Lebanon, was shuttered by a 
work strike called for the occa- 
sion by Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) main- 
stream Fateh faction. 
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sjs Celebrate mother's day on March 21 ^ 

^ at the Marriott and invite pur mom to our special luncheon 

buffet at Al Mansaf Restaurant or to lftar at Al Waha Ballroom. v® 

% JD12++ l 

^ One mother out of a group of five will be charged half price. ^ 

^ Each mother will be greyed with a rose. ^ 

^ AMMAN ^ 

it!****** i Harriott i******* 
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number of Israeli servicemen mis- 
sing in Lebanon, adding: “I got 
certain answers. I don't believe it 
is advisable to discuss them in 
public." 

Mr. Rabin and Dr. Ghali, an 
Egyptian, met alone for about 30 
minutes and then were joined by 
aides for an additional half-hour. 

The U.N. spokesman said Dr. 
Ghaii told Mr. Rabin that the 
unresolved issue of the Palesti- 
nian expellees “may continue to 
be a stumbling block in the rein- 
tegration of the Palestinians in 
the peace process." 

Both men agreed the peace 
talks should be resumed as soon 
as possible, the spokesman 
added. 

Asked by a reporter about the 
exiles, Mr. Rabin referred to an 
agreement he reached last month 
with Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher under which about 
100 of the Palestinians would be 
allowed to return immediately 
and the remainder before the end 


of the year. 

The exiles have rejected the 
offer, demanding that all should 
be repatriated without delay. 

A leading Syrian newspaper 
accused Israel Friday of trying to 
undermine the credibility of the 
United States as a neutral 
mediator in the Middle East 
peace process. 

The daily Al Thawra said in an 
editorial that Mr. Rabin’s recent 
trip to Washington was aimed at 
"persuading Washington to re- 
main biased towards Israel." 

The trip, it said, was "not in 
favour of the Middle East peace 
process in the sense that it did not 
help remove the remaining obsta- 
cles in the way of resuming talks 
in Washington." 

It referred to President Clin- 
ton’s assertion that Washington 
would help Israel maintain a 
military edge over the Arabs, 
saying such a policy has in the 
past “proved futile" in promoting 
Middle East peace. 

“Israel’s continued adherence 
to its interpretation of security... 
rakes the whole region back ro 
the starting point with regard to 


the peace process,” it said. 

• Al Thawra said the Arabs were 
not looking for a U.S. policy bias 
towards them. "They only ask for 
a balanced and reasonable Amer- 
ican policy towards the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

"They seek continued U.S. 
commitment to achieve a just and 
comprehensive peace based on 
international legitimacy," the 
paper said.. 

“Despite the doubt and con- 
cern" Mr. Rabin's visit had raised 
among the Arabs, they remain 
committed to the peace process, 
it concluded. 

Arab participants in the peace 


process — Syria, Jordan, Leba- 
non and the Palestinians — plan 
to meet in Damascus March 20 to 
decide whether they will attend 
the next round of peace talks with 
Israel in Washington April 20. 

Mr. Rabin said in Washington 
this week that Israel would con- 
sider a partial withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, which it occu- 
pied from Syria in 1967, in return 
for a peace treaty with Damascus. 

But President Hafez Al Assad 
said Wednesday his country 
would not sign a separate peace 
accord with the Jewish state, in- 
sisting on a comprehensive settle- 
ment that includes the other 
Arabs. 


Marines move 


(Con tin tied 

to an international court for 
trial,” Mr. Awale said. 

Other conditions included 
compensation for those affected 
by Gen. Morgan’s attacks and an 
international investigation into 
fighting in Kismayu. 

Mr. Awale said a deadline had 


from page 1) 

not yet been set for the condi- 
tions. 

Gen. Morgan, the son-in-law 
of deposed dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre, Friday accused sup- 
porters of Col. Jess of being 
responsible for the fighting in 
Kismayu. 








Now... OPEN IN JORDAN ■ 

Join us at our Grand Opening , 
and Enjoy the Best Quality of Fast Food from our 
Exclusive Selection, starting with our 
Famous 100% Flame Broiled Beef Burgers, 

Flot Cut Roast Beef, Crispy Fried Chicken, 
Chicken Nuggets, Onion Rings, 

A Wide Selection of Salads, Hot Apple Pie, 
and Much Much More. 

Kids can Enjoy the Entertainment Section 
Created Specially for them while 
you Enjoy the food 

YOUR ORDER IS SERVED IN MINUTES 

LOOKIN’ FOR GREAT FAST FOOD 
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APPLE PIE ' 


SUPER BEE 


FRIED CHICKEN CHICKEN NUGGETS CHICKEN FILLET 


ROAST BEEF 


Jollibee International Chain Restaurants 
Al-Madeenah Al-Munawarah sl. Next to Kilo traffic lights 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

I PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 



Tlie first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School ■ 

WMWwyb imimW * 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 638066 




STUDIO HAIG I 4 RENT & SALE 


crown intl est. I 


Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 




YOUR BEST CHOICE 


* Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
■fr Keys Service 

■ir Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning. 

6 Branches df YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
8281 S3 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 518214 

Come and taste our 
* specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m . 

v 6:30- Midnight > 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
aiam 30% I mrpmr 

* From mntarpo- 
mmut 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Tika away Is anSUria 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel.: 81 0605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 


£ m * « jt 

Vim *11 CuiJI fJtlu 


House Restaurant 

i? Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan. 

☆ Special Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

☆ Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:00-midnight 

Jabal Al Hussein, Ministry 
of Trade & industry Road. 
Tel. 667755 



S 699-420 


, r> 

we are open * 
during Ramadan. 


■RESTAURANT 
JABAL AMMAN FIRST CIRCLE 
OPPOSITE THE IRAQI EMBASSY TEL MAWS 


Hie First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room-1 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAItOTEL 

||42<|I|1= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23886 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


For the best 
for your 

MONEY... I 

n 

1 ADVERTISE § 
in the 



Jordan Times’ 



JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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Jodami wins Gold Cup; 
Cherrykino destroyed 


CHELTENHAM. England (AP) 
— Jodami surged past long time 
leader Rushing Wild to romp two 
lengths dear Wednesday and win 
the prer-tigious S150.000 Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup horserace. 

Ridden by Irish jockey Mark 
Dwyer, the 8-1 shot timed his run 
to perfection to win the 3-1-4 mile 
(S.2 kilometre) race. 

Royal Athlete, a 66-1 shot, 
placed third eight lengths behind 
with the 5-4 favorite, French 
trained The Fellow, fourth. 

The race was a big letdown for 
followers and handlers of The 
Fellow, trained by Francois Dou- 
men, which had finished second 
for the past two years. 

Polish-bom jockey Adam Kon- 
drat moved the 8 year old gelding 
through the i 6-strong field but he 
never got near the leaders. 

Rushing Wild, ridden by 
Richard Dunwoody. led from the 
start until the final fence. He 
picked up the pace about two 
third the way through and, with 
four fences to go. had Sidton 
Addey and Royal Athlete close 
by. 

With three to go Dwyer moved 
Jodami up to third place and he 
moved alongside the leader at the 
last. 

They landed stride for stride 
but Jodami moved smoothly into 
the lead 200 yards from the line 
and stayed there. 

Although Dwyer won the race 
before on Forgive ‘N Forget in 
1985, it was a first time triumph 
for trainer Peter Deaumont. 



Crowds follow Jodami ridden by 
Mark Dwyer after' winning the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup Britain’s 
premier steeplechase 

“This was what we had aimed 
for all season," he said. “The 
jockey drought him gently 
through and did a good job." 

The race was marred by the 
eldow while falling the seventh 
fence and was humanely des- 
troyed. A 20-1 shot. Cherrykino 
had won bis last six races, 
destroyed. A 20-1 shot, Cherryki- 
no had won his last six races. 

Jodami joined a list of famous 
names to have won the gold cup. 
They include five rime winner 
golden miller, which also won the 
Grand National Steeplechase, 
three time winner Arkle, Dawn 
Run, which also won the cham- 
pion hurdle, and Desert Orchid. 


World Youth Soccer Championship 


Brazilians aim i ng 
to make history 


SYDNEY fR) — Brazil, bidding 
for a record third World Youth 
Soccer Championship title, be- 
lieve that African champions 
Ghana could fold under pressure 
when they meet in Saturday’s 
• final. 

Brazilian coach Julio Lea] said 
Friday his talented and organised 
team would not allow the Gha- 
naians to settle in the final be- 
tween the two most exciting 
teams in the 16-nation tourna- 
ment. •' 

‘ : .-GC.' ' 

; '~ r Gbana^Jaying u» ~flieir first.' 

’uhde'r-20 competition after win- 
ning the Ui.ier-17 World Cham- 
pionships two years ago. stum- 
bled against England in the 
second half of their semifinals last 
Wednesday, holding on for a 2-1 
win. 

“We can see that they some- 
times become less organised 
under pressure,” Leal told repor- 
ters. 


In defence the Ghanaians have 
rarely been tested in the tourna- 
ment. but were nearly found 
wanting on a number of occasions 
against England. 

In attack, the close marking of 
the English prompted the Afri- 
cans into too many long range 
shots. The Russians also man- 
aged to frustrate Ghana during 
the first half of their quarter-final 
clash. 

“They are very good with the 
-ball and can’t be allowed to prog- 
ress too Jar,” Leal said. 

"England coach David Burnside 
said today he believed the Gha- 
naians could falter if they become 
frustrated during the first 45 mi- 
nutes of the final. 

“I believe we had them worked 
out by the second half," Burnside 
said of England's ( loss. 

"They were going around us at 
first, but when we dented their 
confidence we came back strong- 
ly." 


Previous winners of the World Youth Soccer Championship before 
Saturday's final between Brazil and Ghana to be played in Sydney: 

YEAR HOST COUNTRY FINAL RESULT 


(Portugal) 


(Saudis Arabia) 


(Soviet Union) 


(Mexico) 


(Australia) 


(Tunisia; 


Portugal beat Brazil 04) (4-2 on 
Penalties) 


Portugal beat Nigeria 2-0 


Yugoslavia beat West Germany 1-1 (5-4 on 
penalties) 


Brazil beat Spain 1-0 


Brazil beat Argentina 1-0 


West Germany beat Qatar 4-0 


Argentina beat Soviet Union 3-1 


Soviet Union beat Mexico 04) (9-8 on penal- 
ties) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN N AH HIRSCH 
Ti»un« hkw Samoa*, me 


CLUBBED TO DEATH 


East-West vulnerable. North 
iImI* 

NORTH 
*Q 7 4 3 
T Void 
v A Q 9 6 5 

♦ AQJ7 

WEST EAST 

*A J862 * K 9 6 

9 10 54 9AKQ9873 

2 

C J 7 V 4 3 

* K 8 3 * Void 

SOUTH 

* 10 
7J8 

0 E 10 r 2 
4 10 9 6 a 4 2 
The bidding: 


Ernst 

South 

West 

4? 

54 

Dbl 

69 

Pass 

Pass 

Pees 

Pass 

DU 

Pass 

Patu 



Opening lead: Four of ? 

T lie textbooks wfl) tell you that 
you need at leant 33 points for a 
sniafl slam to be a reasonable propo- 
sition: 37 points for a grand slam. 
These generalizations are accurate 
enough when the distribution is nor- 

nuLBut when freak hands abound. 

all guidelines er.n be tossed out the 


window, vividly illustrated by 
hand from a recent rubber bridge 
game at' the YMPL Card Associa- 
tion in New York. 

There was nothing remarkable 
about the first two bias in the auc- 
tion. We are not sure, even at this 
vulnerability, whether we would 
have had the courage to act immedi- 
ately with the South hand. Howev- 
er, North would have reopened with 
a double and the final contract 
might well have been the 

West led the four of hearts and 
South, Nadine Warfield, carefully 
ruffed the opening lead with the jack 
of dubs. The closed hand was en- 
tered with the king of diamonds, 
and the ten of dubs was run. The 
trump finesse was repeated and , af- j 
bur drawing the last trump, declarer : 
claimed 12 tricks— five di , 
six dubs and a heart ruff. 

Note that the slam vrill be defeat- 
ed if declarer carelessly ruffs the j 
opening lead with a low trump. De- 
clarer oan come to hand with a dia- 
mond to take a trump finesse, but 
then has no fast entry back to repeat 
the finesse. The defenders can win 
the first spade and force dummy 
irith another heart, and West moat 
come to a trump trick. 


Ahli score 82-78 win over Orthodoxi 

JBF announces regrouping of women ’ s national team 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Naser Bushnaq 
scored 31 points for his team as 
A1 Ahli Thursday overcame A1 
Orthodoxi 82-78 in a charity 
match to benefit the Queen 
Alia Social Welfare Fund. 

The match, held under the 
patronage of Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basma, and 
attended by Her Rdyal High- 
ness Princess Haya, Minister of 
Youth Saleh Irsheidat and ab- 
out 1500 basketball fans, was 
clearly -under the control of 
Jordan's 1990 champions AI 
Ahli, who at some points in the 
match managed to widen the 
gap to 23 points. 

Bushnaq scored 15 of his 
team's 19 points in the first 
eight minutes of the first half as 
al Ahli led 19-15. 

Muntaser Abul Tayyeb and 
Al Orthodoxi's undisputed 
stars, Murad and Hilal Barakat 
who together scored 47 points, 
rebounded and scored but Al 
Orthodoxi continued to trail 
27-24 after a three-pointer by 
playmaker Jihad Saliba, with 9 
minutes remaining in the first 
half. 

Al Ahli, who depended on a 
cohesive teamwork, tight de- 
fence and fast play scored 
through playmaker Samir Mur- 
qus, and Bushnaq as they 
widened the gap to 42-31. 

After a time-out Al Ahli 
resorted to a full court press 
defence, which surprisingly 
confused Al Orthodoxi, lead- 
ing to a series of loose balls. 

Al Ahli's Marwan Ma'touq 
scored two three-pointers to 
give his team a commanding 
lead of 20 points at 52-32 with 
two minutes remaining. 

Al Orthodoxi who were 
playing without the guidance 
of a coach after they dismissed 
Mohammad Al Najjar earlier 
this month, seemed at a loss 
and had it not been for the 
experienced Barakat brothers, 
who effectively led their team 
despite consistent quarrels 
with the referees, Al Ahli 
might have expanded their big 



X# 


Al Orthodoxi’s Jihad Saliba helplessly watches Al Teammates Walid Badran and Marwan Matoaq 
Ahlis Naser Bushnaq on his way for a layup, (right) and Samir Mnrqos (left) follow closely 

(photo by Abdullah Ayyoub) 


lead much further. 

Al Ahli won the first half 
56-39. 

Al Orthodoxi’s Hilal Bara- 
kat, who scored a total of 30 
points in the match, and 
energetic playmaker Saliba 
scored at the beginning of the 
first half. On the other hand, 
Al Ahli's Mohammad Al Sha- 
mali and, Walid Badran and 
Ma'touq expanded their team’s 
lead to 23 points at 71-48 in the 
ninth minute while Murad 
Barakat got 2 personal fouls in 
15 seconds. 

Ziad Nabulsi, Hilal Barakat 
and teammates got a boost of 
energy at the middle of the 
second half, and strove to les- 
sen the gap. Consequently they 
succeeded in scoring 3 three- 
pointers as Al Ahli's lead was 
somewhat reduced to 71-65. 

However the lead was too 
wide for Al Orthodoxi to try to 
catch up and convert to a win, 
as Ma'touq scored his fourth 
three-pointer of the game, with 
Bushnaq, Murqus and Badran 


following through as the 
scoreboard showed an 82-75 
lead for Al Ahli in the final 
minutes. However Hilai Bara- 
kat was fouled in the final 
second, and he scored 3 free 
throws to end the match 82-78. 

Women’s national 
team meets Sunday 


The Jordan Basketball Fed- 
eration (JBF) meanwhile 
announced the regrouping of 
the women's national team. 
JBF spokesman Rizeq Al Mas- 
ri told the Jordan Times Friday 
that members of the women’s 
national team, who had been 
named by the previous JBF 
board in December, are called 
for a meeting Sunday to discuss 
the team's possible participa- 
tion in the Saddam Interna- 
tiona] Championship April 28- 
May 4. 

The players representing 
four dubs are: Lara Al Masri, 
Jihan Abdulnour, Carol Seika- 


ly, Ghadah Qandah, Dina 
Ra'ad, Rima Qandah, and 
Hind Al Ouri from Al Ortho- 
doxi: Icdeira Qassesieh, Lara 
Al Saeed, Sirsa Naghaway, 
Suheir Dahdaleh, and Luma 
Abu Ayyasb from Al Ahli; 
Tala Al Mange, Rania Al Da- 
jani. Hala Muheisen, and Tala 
Abu Shmeis from Al Jazireh; 
Sima Tokajian, Lara Kevor- 
kian and Aleen Bannayan 
from Homentmen. 

Masri also said that the 
youth's under-22 national team 
would have a training camp in 
Aqaba March 23-29'. The team 
will also meet its Iraqi counter- 
part April 4-8 in preparation 
for the Asian Youth Basketball 
Championship in Hong Kong 
at the end of April. 

The Iraqi men's national 
team would also play its Jorda- 
nian counterpart in the first 
^week of September, in prepa- 
ration for the Asian Cham- 
pionship due to begin in Jakar- 
ta m mid-November. 


Courier, Agassi fall at Lipton Championships 


KEY BISCAYNE (R) — Mar- 
quee names disappeared in bun- 
ches at the disaster-plagued Up- 
ton Championships Thursday as 
Jim Courier, Andre Agassi, 
Michael Stich and Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez were all sent packing. 

Second seed Pete Sampras was 
a late-night surviver. He was 
stretched, but managed to avoid 
the fate of the other big name 
players by beating Ukraine’s" 
Andrei Medvedev 6-7 6-3 6-2 to 
reach the quarter-finals. 

Third seed Stefan Edberg also 
survived the upset wave with an 
uneventful 6-2 6-4 win over 13th- 
seeded Frenchman Guy Forget in 
an Early fourth round match. 

The biggest shocker came 
when world number one Courier 
was unable to win twice in one 
day and lost his fourth round 
match 6-3 2-6 6-2 to 22nd-ranked 
Australian lefthander, Mark 
Woodforde. 


Peanuts 
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.Earlier on Thursday,- Courier 
had breezed through his twice 
postponed third round match, 
crushing Mikael Pernfors of 
■Sweden 64) 6-3. But his usual fire 
was missing when he had to come 
back and play again. 

"I don’t know why I wasn’t on 
top of my game," said the Au- 
stralian Open champion. “It was 
a poor performance and Mark 
was serving very well/’ 

The $3 million tournament, 
which had been disrupted for six 
days by rain storms and gale force 
winds, suffered its latest indignity 
when the stadium court surface 
began to peel up, forcing featured 
matches to move to outside 
courts and more schedule shuf- 
fling. 

While the stadium court was 
being repaired, the grandstand 
quickly became a "graveyard of 
champions." 


Prior to Courier’s ouster, 
another of the tournament's big- 
gest drawing cards, eighth-seeded 
Wimbledon champion Agassi, 
fell to 10-seeded Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek 6-2 7-5. 

The grandstand also sounded 
the deathknell of 1991 Wimble- 
don champion Stich when the. 
German was upset by unseeded 
South African Marcos Ondruska 
7-6 6-3. • 

Some semblance of order was 
restored when the women’s 
quarter-finals began on the 
newly-repaired stadium court as 
Gabriela Sabatini fought back 
from 0-6 deficits in both sets to 
eliminate sixth-seeded Czech 
Jana Novotna 6-2 6-3. 

Women’s top seed Steffi Graf 
then came on and crushed eighth 
seed Nathalie Tauziat of France 
6-1 6-0 to set up a semifinal dash 
with Sabatini. 

The fifth-seeded Fernandez, 


however, joined the growing list 
of upset victims when she fell to 
resourceful Kimiko Date of 
Japan 7-6 6-3. •' 

The 16th-seeded Date earned a 
semifinal meeting with second 
seed and defending champion 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain, who posted a 7-5 6-1 vic- 
tory! over Leila Meskhi of Geor- 
gia on one of the outside courts. 

Courier appeared to have 
found his winning strokes when 
he took the second set from 
Woodforde to level the match. 

Instead, it was Woodforde who 
served consistently and opened 
the third set with a quick break 
taking a 2-0 lead on the way to an 
insurmountable 5-1 advantage. 

“I knew I had to serve well to 
beat the number one player in the 
world.” said Woodforde, who 
meets Ondruska in the quarter- 
finals in a battle of the tourna- 
ment’s giant killers. 
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FORECAST FQR- SATURDAY MARCH 20, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Vernal Equinox occurs this morn- 
ing as the Sun enters Aries so be 
certain to doubtecheck whatever 

you say or do in order to avoid a 

potential lurking mistake. 
Weighing your words is important. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Take a good look at your dwelling 
and consider what yon can best do 
to- increase the well being and 
operating skill there, then relax at 
borne tonight. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can start the day on a happy 
note by contacting persons you like 
and making arrangements -to see 
and visit them at mutual eovneni- 
ence. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can make rapid advancement in 
your desire to have more of this . 
worlds goods by starting early in 
the morning to attain them, then 
find ways to economise. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can make progress to 
gain your secret longings now by a 
well rounded attack to gain them 
so be on the alert for various 
means to do so. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can be just as gregarius as you wish 
today and see and be with many 
charming and attractive friends 
and acquaintances and benefit 
through such sociability. 

VIRGO:* ( August 22 to September 
22) This is the day when you find 


. that you are closer to those in- 
terests that appeal to you the most 
but it is necessary you return 
favours without criticisms. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Get out early in the world of 
accomplishment and you find it is 
easy to impress others who are 
preminent and to get their support 
for your project. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Many new conditions are 
facing you and bring you big 
opp ortunities so don’t hold on so 
rightly to the past but be willing to 
go along with advanced conditions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to stop 
putting off matters of a practical 
nature since you now are under 
excellent influences for gening 
them well handled. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Seek out persons who 
are more materialistic minded than 
you are and get them to discuss and 
work out with you a better daily 
arrangemenL 

AQUARIUS: (January 2! to Febru- 
ary 19) Think about the many 
interests and activities you have 
and plan to do them on a more 
organised and scheduled rime 
frame and you increase success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A wonderful day to get into the 
pleasures and activities that bring 
you a feeling of wellbeing and 
peace of mind so plan to do -this 
today. 



“This is the most romantic italian 
restaurant Pve ever been to!” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME I 
• by Henri Amoks 

im fh 

1 2^ A 


Unscramble these tour J umbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TIXYS 


HAWRT 


MIKOON 


SARGIT 


Answer here: 


ADVERTISING IN 
ITS HIGHEST FORM. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as aug- 
Bested by the above cartoon. 



iSS2E H| I»aH55ii 


I 

WTTOE S. OE BEAUMONT 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumWe * doubt afire duress airway 
. | Answer: A common letter-opener — "DEAR SIR " • ; 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. 


ACROSS 
1 Sheep 
5 Auctioneer's 
word 
9 Garb 

14 Nautical word 

15 Jet- 

16 Lofty nest 

17 Without 
relevance 

19 Lariat 

20 Domingo, e 4. 

21 Hunting dog 
23 Foolhardy 
26 Sea Wrd3 

Z7 Actress Negri 
30 Dining room 
furniture 
32 Epochs 

36 Greek letter 

37 “And to — 
goodnight*' 

38 Search blindly 

39 Crucial moment 

43 Of punishment 

44 Small drink of 
liquor „ 

45 Family member 

46 Belgian river 

47 Mep feature 

49 Soccer notable 

50 Hindu queen 
52 Comic Jay 
54 Name for an 

office 

57 French town 

61 Cat calls 

62 Military 
academy 

66 AtefierHom 

67 Thought 

68 MB. abbr. 

88 Cubic meter 

70 Urban area* 

71 Mast 

DOWN - 

1 Engrossed 

2 Century plant 

3 Chow — 

4 Madrid lady 

5 Actor Mineo 

6 Spanish cheer 

7 —Vegas 

8 Causa to vanish 

aSfoger Bobby- 
10 Putin again 


TrBuw Mtfa Sumh. w- 


11 Part of GED 

12 Location 
"13 Singe . 

18 Musical syfiabfe 
22 Crude metal 

24 French town 

25 50 percent 

27 Full of vim ■ 

28 Indians 

29 Singer 
Frankie- 

31 Orchestr a s 

33 Awaken 

34 Spring month 
’35 Logic 

37 Ocean: abbr. 

38 Jewel 

40 Not as wide 

41 City near 
Moscow 

42 Appraise 

47 Lodging piece 

48 Foolish 
. person 

49 Permeable 
51 Usher’s 

domain 


auaa 

■■■■■ 


Praia Solved: 


ii—ii 

nnr 

ncinn nnr 
niQQnno orcnnnni 

nnaanrann 'OFim 

ggngn Lunnnn m 

man nnnjig none 
_ non) raranmnrhr 
RBBaranR oidiir 

asrlUjQ FUinni nrnnr 

nnnra man 

onno iifpKini nnnr 


53 Short snooze 

54 tow* college 
town 

55 Bog fuel 

56 Sit for a picture 

58 Speak, m a way 
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Economy 


S. Korean president calls for 
painful economic surgery 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 1993 
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Iran says its banks 
are out of the red 




SEOUL (R) — President Kim 
Yonng-Sam asked South Koreans 
1 Friday to endure painful econo- 
mic surgery, including wage and 
price fre e z es , in order to rescue 
.the economy. 

In a televised speech, he urged 
South Korean business to freeze 
, commodity and service sector 
prices for a year, dvfl servants to 
accept wage freezes and called on 
' the private sector to exercise res- 
traint in wage increase demands. 

“I believe it is my historic 
.mission to revive the economy. 
:Our economy is in a very difficult 
situation. The time has come for 
. sweat and tears,” Mr. Kim said. 

Noting that gross national pro- 
duct (GNP) growth slowed to 
■ under three per cent in the 
second half of last year. Mr. Khn 


said a 100-day emergency econo- 
mic rescue programme would be 
unveiled Monday, to be followed 
by a five-year revitalisation plan. 

“Everybody should work har- 
der, conserve more and szve 
more,” he said. 

Real GNP g rowt h in 1992 is, 
estimated to have slowed to 4.9 
per cent from 8.4 per cent in 
1991. 

The government would seek to 
“stabilise prices of daily necessi- 
ties for ordinary people... (and) 
directly manage prices of those 
consumer goods which are indis- 
pensable for ordinary people's 
Msg,” Mr. Kim said. 

“I win also lower public monet- 
ary interest rates again,” he said. 

Economists said they expected 
the finance ministry to cut reg- 


: Financial 

Markets 


^Jordan Times 

in «HOMratkni with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


nlated interest rates, including 
die rediscount rate, by one per- 
centage point from the current 
range of 10 to 12 per cent. 

Ivti. Kim is also expected to try 
to jump-start the economy by 
bringing forward a number of 
large-scale public works projects, 
ordering increased spending on 
research and development and 
eliminating red tape which hin- 
ders economic activity as pan of 
the 100-day plan. 

The longer-term plan envisages 
the opposite tack — large-scale 
liberalisation and restructuring 
tto embrace more free principles 
and cut through red tape. 

“We entirely agree with. Kim’s 
revitalisation plan. Manufactur- 
ers and exporters need regula- 
tions to be relaxed and lower 
interest rates to improve the com- 
petitive edge,” said a spokesman 
at the big-business lobby, the 
Federation of Korean Industries. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran's state banks 
are making a profit again after sever- 
al years in the red. central bank 
governor Mohammad Hossein 
Adeli has said. 

Speaking on Tehran radio, Mr. 
Adeli said bank deposits had 
more than doubled over the past 
four years and banks were raising 
the annual return paid on various 
types of deposits by one percen- 
tage point to a maximum of IS 
per cent. 

Mr. Adeli attributed the tur- 
naround in profits to a three-and- 
a-haif-year auditing project in 
which 300 accountants brought the 
banks' accounts up to date. 

"The banks' profit-making 
ability increased because of this 
project. Three years ago all banks 
were losing money, showing 
accumulated losses of 86 billion 
riyals ($56 million at the current 
floating exchange rate). This has 
now been turned into profit. The 
banks’ profit in the Iranian year 
1370 (ending March 20. 1992) 
reached about 100 billion riyals 
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Currency I MTH 3 MTHS 6 MTHSj l 
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Deutsche Mark J.3/ 7.68 7.31 

Swfca Franc -5.73 3.00 4. ft 

French Franc H.57 ffl.37 9-75 

Japanese Yen 3.40 3 .21. 3.18 

European Cun euiy Unit . q ^5 8 tl 8 31 
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Currency Bid 

UJS. Dollar o.Aoto 


Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen* 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira* 
Belgian Franc 
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0.4532 
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120,9ft ft U1-2SB 131.230 1U.M 

1M,UI i.TB 4,940 4.910 

UflOI 24. MB 27. 1M Ift.ftM 

22. MO 21.300 22-ftftO 

in,«if 3.040 )jm 1.090 

110,717 1,720 1.770 1,040 

302,703 2.970 MHO 7.940 

11,09ft 9-310 3.400 9.400 

37,911 4.970 4.370 4.720 

Ift.MS 2.9W 4,070 4.S40 

712,994 1.040 1.210 3.0*0 

03,300 9.000 3. BOO 4.100 

22,244 3.490 9.400 9.4DO 
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1.000 «. 100 
0.700 5.0*0 
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Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira* 
Saudi Riyal 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 
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LONDON (R) — Following air the buying and selling rates for 
lea^igwoiWciiiTenciesanogoWagainstthedoUaratmidsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2420/25 

Canadian dollar 

1.6405/15 

Dentschemarks 

L8445/55 

Dutch guilders 

1.5082/92 

Swiss francs 

33JB2/86 

Belgian francs 

5.6000/50 

French francs 

1588/1603 

Ttafian fire 

116.10/15 

Japanese yen 

7.7400/500 

Swedish crowns 

6.9800/900 

Norwegian crowns 

6.3200/300 

Danish crowns 

$1.4850/60 
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(S65 million)." he said. 

Iran nationalised private banks 
after the 1979 Islamic revolution, 
merging some of them to form a 
total of eight commercial banks. 

Mr. Adeli said the banks would 
soon publish their balance sheets 
for the Iasi Iranian year, making 
their financial situation public for 
the first time in many years. This 
year’s balance sheets would be 
published Within six months. - 

Iran has banned interest as a 
form of usury under its Islamic 
banking act of I9S3 which says 
banks should instead charge fees 
on loans and pay out shares of 
their profits to depositors. 

The payout is determined 
according to the bank's perform- 
ance at the end of the year with a 
minimum guaranteed before- 
hand. 

Mr. Adeli said the rates of 
return for the Iranian year ending 
Saturday ranged from 7.5 per 
cent for three-month deposits to 
15 per cent for five-year deposits 

The rates are one percentage 
point above last year's and half a 
percentage point above this 
year’s provisional figures. 

But they are still far below the 
interest rate charged in the 
Tehran Bazaar — up to 50 per 
cent — and the inflation rate of 
well above 20 per cent. 

Mr. Adeli had said last year 
that profit rates for each bank 
would be calculated separately to 
encourage competition, but his 
remarks appeared to indicate thqt 
the payout had again been calcu- 
lated on the basis of the bank's 
aggregate performance. 

Iranian television quoted Mr. 
Adeli as saying the volume of 
bank deposits had reached 28 
trillion riyals (S18.2 billion) from 
12 trillion ($7.8 billion) four years 
ago. 

Loans paid oat by banks rose 
to 22 trillion riyals (S14.3 billion) 
from seven trillion riyals ($4.5 
billion) in the same period. Mr. 
Adeli said. 


House Democrats hand 
Clinton 2 big victories 


WASHINGTON (R) — House 
of Representatives Democrats 
handed President Bill Ginton 
two big victories early Friday, 
easily passing a sweeping budget 
measure and a S16.2 billion job 
stimulus bill — the firsr planks in 
his economic plan. 

While Democrats showed re- 
newed discipline with only a 
handful voting against the legisla- 
tion, the president did not get a 
single Republican vote for his 
budget and only three votes for 
the jobs bill. 

Speaking to reporters after- 
wards, Mr. Ginton warned the 
Democrats would win all the cre- 
dit for tackling the nation’s 
budget woes unless Republicans 
backed some of his proposals. 

“I think the Republicans will 
come along,” said Mr. Ginton to 
a small group of reporters and 
photographers after attending a 
black-tie dinner. 

“They see that the country 
wants change.” Mr. Ginton said'. 
“They don’t want to keep doing 
the same thing.” 

The debate now moves to the 
Senate, which is expected to be a 
tougher sell. But in an encourag- 
ing sign for the White House. 
Thursday Senators defeated an 
amendment aimed at blocking 
Mr. Ginton 's proposed energy' 
tax. 

The energy tax is opposed by 
senators from oil-producing 
states and the west, which uses 
much petrol. 

After hours of debate, late 
Thursday the House passed a 
broad budget resolution requiring 
a record $510 billion in deficit 
cuts over the next five years, and 
allowing about SI. 5 trillion in 
spending in fiscal 1994. 

The budget calls for S264 bil- 
lion in spending cuts, more than 
$100 billion in new spending, 
more than $300 billion in new 
taxes and more than $100 billion 
in defence spending cuts. 

Specific spending decisions will 
be left to congressional coramit- 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT (Ist-Floor) 

The flat consists of two bedrooms, two baths, large kitchen, very 
spacious salon consisting of living, sitting and dining rooms and large 
veranda. 

The deluxe flat is fumished/equipped with modem kitchen equipment, 
and colour TV. 

The fiat is on the first floor, with separate entrance, all services available: 
independent telephone, water supply, electricity and central heating 
Independent. * 

Location in a very quiet area in Tla’a Al-Ali between Chen's Chinese 
restaurant and Mecca Str. behind Mohtaseb Supermarket, near Shoukeh 
Restaurant (House Nr. 11). Rent Yearly 

For more information call please Tel. 813027 
between (7 & 10) pjn. dally. 
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tees. Mr. Ginton has culled for 
more funding for education, 
training and other programmes. 
He wants to cut farm subsidies 
and medicare, and raise some 
social security taxes and fees for 
using federal land. 

“The American people are 
watching tonight. With all their 
heart and all their mind they want 
us to act on their behalf and they 
want Us to act now.” said House 
majority leader Richard 
Gephardt. 

But Republicans warned that 
the president's plan relied too 
heavily on tax increases and not 
enough on spending cuts. 

Disgruntled Republicans ac- 
cused House Democratic leaders 
of strong-arm tactics, and used 
procedural manoeuvres to stall 
debate on the bills. 

“You on the Democratic side 
have the vales to beat us down 
today, but this isn't the end of the 
fight. We have a long, long way 
to go,” minority leader Robert 
Michel said. 

Before voting on the budget, 
the House easily defeated two 
Republican budget plans calling 
for bigger spending cuts and few- 
er taxes, as well as a congression- 
al black caucus proposal raising 
taxes and spending more than 
requested by Mr. Clinton. 

The House also passed a $16.2 


billion short-term spending bill 
which the White House says wiH 
create 400.000 new jobs, 
although Republicans contend 
the number is far fewer. 

Republicans condemned 
wasteful spending in the budget 
measure, including S28 billion to 
help cover a shortfall in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia budget and 
millions for a fish mapping pro- 
ject, computers and bathrooms in 
federal buildings. 

"We have a new president ai 
the head table and already he's 
asking Congress co pass the 
pork,” Republican Rod Gramm 
said. 

Mr. Gephardt said many of the 
Republicans' charges were 
groundless, adding none of the 
spending proposals were final and 
the White House would carefnlly 
review all initiatives. 

The measure still faces a bottle 
in the Senate where some law- 
makers arc promoting a plan to 
hold off the majority of new 
spending until Congress passes 
additional legislation. 

After meeting with Mr. Clinton 
at the White House Thursday. 
Senate majority leader George 
Mitchell said he hoped the stimu- 
lus package would pass largely 
intact and said the Republicans 
ran a risk if they tried to stall a 
vote. 


TO LET 

Ground floor of a deluxe villa, near Amra .Hotel. 
Separate entrance, 370 square metres. 3 bed- 
rooms, very spacious drawing room. 2 other 
sitting rooms. 

Fully-equipped kitchen, separate heating, fully 
furnished, nice garden, garage. 

Annual rent. 

Please contact tel. 827018 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes Gars - Duty Unpaid 

1. Mercedes 200, model 90. Automatic, ABS, centrelock, 
elec, sunroof, electric right mirror, rear headrests. 
Colour: Dark blue. 

Price JD 13,500 

2. Mercedes 190E, 2.0„ model 1989, system 90. ABS, 
centrelock, electric sunroof, aluminum wheels, colour: 
Black. 

Price JD 11,500 
Please call 812292 


iJtxJNw 

LA MAISON^s 

OH the occasion of Mothers Day and Eid AI Fitr Feast 
La Maison announces a 10%-25% discount on all 
items that include: Asfour Cyrstal Chandeliers, and 
kahan Khalili goods. 

There will also be a clearance sale part of the items 
on display 

Jabal Amman — near the Ministry of Tourism — 
We are open from 10 a.m. to 5 p-m. 

We nrn Oggll rtrt P HHaya alan MWW — m 


AlCacAkct 



RENT A CAR 


Tel : 687988 




DEAR SON ? 
WOW? 


What a beautiful 
ring you got 
me for Mother’s 
Day? Even I feel taller 
now I! 

From: 

Dajani Jewellers 
* Amra Hotel. 


Adel & his mother 
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Yeltsin aide discounts military 
solution to crisis with parliament 



MOSCOW (R) — A dose aide of 
President Boris Yeltsin Friday 
discounted the possibility of a 
military solution to the power 

struggle between the Russian 
presidency and parliament. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Vladimir Shumeiko as saying 
the executive headed by Mr. 
Yeltsin had lost ground at last 
week's session of the supreme 
legislature, the Congress of Peo- 
ple's Deputies.' 

But he did not believe “in the 
possibility of a military solution 
to the political conflict between 
the executive and legislative 
branches," TASS quoted him as 
saying. 

Some Yeltsin advisers have 
suggested the president should 
try to brush aside Congress and 
rule alone. 

But this would involve at least 
the tacit support of the military as 
the legal grounds for such a move 
are unclear. 

Armed Forces chiefs say they 
are determined to keep the milit- 
ary out of politics ana obey the 
constitution. 

Mr. Shumeiko also ruled out 
the possibility of early elections 
for both Congress and the pres- 
idency. one solution to the crisis 
favoured by many politicians. 

Mr. Yeltsin's next move 
in his power struggle with parlia- 


ment will be peaceful and within 
the democratic process. Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev has told 
Britain. 

Mr. Yeltsin is expected to 
announce measures in the next- 
day or two which his press secret- 
ary. Vyacheslav Kostikov, has 
said wifi be "very important for 
the destiny of Russia." 

In a telephone conversation 
Thursday evening with British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd. 
Mr. Kozyrev said Mr. Yeltsin 
would come up with constructive 
proposals that were peaceful in 
nature, a Foreign Office spokes- 
man said. 

Hie Russian president was de- 
termined to keep tilings within 
the limits of the democratic pro- 
cess, Mr. Kozyrev was quoted as 
saying. 

Mr. Kozyrev gave no further 
details, but British officials inter- 
preted his remarks .as meaning 
that Mr. Yeltsin had ruled out use 
of force in any bid to impose bis 
will on parliament. 

The British spokesman said 
Mr. Kozyrev conceded that Mr. 
Yeltsin faced a difficult task be- 
cause of opposition from hardlin- 
ers to his market-oriented econo- 
mic reforms and his foreign policy 
of cooperation with the West. 

But he said the Russian minis- 
ter remained “quite upbeat” ab- 
out Mr. Yeltsin's prospects. 


The spokesman said Mr. Hurd 
told Mr. Kozyrev Britain was 
keen to support Mr. Yeltsin's 
economic programme and 
wanted arrangements fumed up 
as soon as possible for a meeting 
of Group of Seven (G-7) minis- 
ters to discuss a fresh aid pack- 
age- 

Mr. Yeltsin has been 
"awakened" by the challenge to 
his leadership from the Russian 
Congress and has decided what 
steps to take in response, his 
spokesman said Thursday. 

The spokesman, Vyacheslav 
Kostikov, told a meeting of Mos- 
cow intellectuals that he could 
not say what decision Mr. Yelt- 
sion had made, "but I am sure he 
has made it,” according to the 
Interfax News Agency. 

"I think a compromise or dia-/ 
logue with the Congress is no 
longer possible,” Mr. Kostikov 
was quoted as saying by the 
ITAR-TASS News Agency. “The 
president in fact- has only.,., the 
people of Russia to talk to, and 
he will turn to them in the nearest 
days." 

Meanwhile, the conservative 
chairman of Russia’s parliament. 
Ruslan Khasbulatov, sidestepped 
jeering demonstrators to meet 
senior Ukrainian officials Friday 
and was due to hold talks with 
President Leonid Kravchuk. 

"The president is ready for 


such a meeting," one of Mr. 
Kravchuk's top advisers told 
Reuters. "This is perfectly nor- 
mal between leaders of different 

states." 

About 100 nationalist demon- 
strators whistled and shouted 
abuse at Mr. Khasbulatov as be 
entered parliament accompanied 
by the chairman of the Ukrainian 
parliament, Ivan Plyushch. 

Some protesters carried pla- . 
cards reading "down with the 
Russian empire" and Khasbula- 
tov in power means the death of 
Ukraine.” 

Mr. Khasbulatov, touring for- 
mer Soviet republics to promote 
his campaign for more parliamen- 
tary power, said on arrival in 
Kiev Thursday that he wanted to 
see Mr. Kravchuk. 

. Mr. Khasbulatov undertook 
the trip in his capacity as chair- 
man of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Assembly grouping deputies 
many of the 10 members of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS), no meeting with 
Mr. Kravchuk was originally 
scheduled. 

Ukraine, which opposes closer 
political links within the CIS, has 
refused to join the assembly, Mr. 
Kravchuk and other leaders have 
openly supported Mr. Yeltsin in 
bis protracted dispute with the 
Congress over the direction of 
reforms. 


Scalfaro denies Amato considered quitting 


ROME (R) — Italy’s presidential 
office Friday denied reports that 
Prime Minister Giuliano Amato 
came close to resigning following 
a defeat on a key parliamentary 
vote Thursday. 

President Oscar Luigi Scalfar- 
o's office said in a statement the' 
reports, carried by state radio and 
newspapers, were “without 
foundation." 

Italian state radio reported Fri- 
day morning that Mr. Amato 
wanted to resign but that Mr. 


Scalfaro convinced him to stay on 
during a meeting at the presiden- 
tial palace Thursday. 

Mr. Amato's coalition was de- 
feated in a parliamentary vote on 
a decree that would have un-r 
blocked public works frozen be- 
cause of investigations into cor- 
ruption scandals. 

- The defeat, in which a handful 
of members of the ruling coalition 
voted against the government, 
was a bruising setback for Mr. 
Amato’s fragile administration. 


Meanwhile Attilio Bastianini, 
deputy head of the Liberal Party, 
one of Italy’s ruling coalition 
partners, was arrested on corrup- 
tion charges Friday, the news 
agency ANSA reported. 

Mr. Bastianini, a former mem- 
ber of parliament, was charged 
with aggravated corruption and 
breaking the law on the funding 
of political parties, which is at the 
heart of the Italian corruption 
and bribery scandal. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


S. Korea repatriates war veteran to North 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea, hoping to reduce nuclear tensions 
with North Korea, Friday repatriated an ailing Korean War 
partisan to a hero's homecoming by the North's Stalinist 
leadership. Li In-Mo, called a tfar correspondent by North Korea 
and a guerrilla by the South, ended mroe than 42 years of 
imprisonment and exile in South Korea when he was pushed in his 
wheelchair with little ceremony over the inter-Korean bonder at 
Panmunjom. Clutching a bag filled with chewing gum, green tea 
and other presents, the frail 77-year-old Li smiled when greeted 
by his tearful wife. Kim Soon-Im and 44-year-old daughter 
Hyun-Ok, who last saw her father as a two-year-old toddler. 
“You must have suffered much," said Mr. Li, wearing a 
traditional costume, as he patted his wife’s back. Seoul hopes Mr. 
Li's return, long demanded by the North, will ease tensions which 
soared last week when Pyongyang went on semi-war alert in 
protest against U.S.-South Korean military exercises, which 
ended Thursday. 

Aspin undergoes pacemaker surgery 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Defence Secretary Les A spin’s surgery 
to implant a heart pacemaker went well, his physician has 
reported. "Everything went fine," Dr. David Pearle, Mr. Aspin's 
cardiologist said after the procedure. The 54-year-old defence 
secretary had the device placed just under the skin near the 
collarbone in a procedure designed to correct a worsening heart 
problem. It is also supposed to relieve him of the shortness of 
breath that has hospitalised him twice in the past three weeks. Dr. 
Pearle met reporters at the Georgetown University Medical 
Centre, where the procedure was conducted Thursday morning. 

Clinton invites EC leaders to White House 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Qinton met with European 
Community President Jacques Delors and said he did not expect a 
trade war with Europe. Mr. Clinton also invited Mr. Delors back 
for another meeting in May, the White House announced. "I 
don't want a trade war with the EC, and I don’t think we'll have 
one." Mr. Clinton said in response to a reporter's question before 
meeting with Mr. Delors in - the OvaJ Office. White House 
spokesman George Stephanopoulos said Mr. Delors and Euro- 
pean Council President Poul Niyup Rasmussen, who is De- 
nmark's prime minister, were invited for bi-annual U.S.- 
European discussions on May 7. Mr. Stephanopoulos said the 
Thursday meeting between Mr. Clinton and Mr. Delors was a 
working session to discuss the state of integration in Europe as 
well as “the possibility of good trade and financial ties" with the 
EC. 

6 killed at U.S. rail road accident 

FORT LAUDERBALE. Florida (AP) — Stuck at a railroad 
crossing in bumper-to-bumper traffic, the driver of a gasoline 
tanker desperately tried to clear the tracks before an Amtrak train 
slammed into his truck, creating an enormous fireball that killed 
him and five other motorists. "He couldn't back up, and he 
couldn't go forward." said Barbara Freeman, a witness of 
Wednesday's accident. “Then, the crossing gate did coroe down, 
but it came down on the cab of his truck." Flames from the 
collision shot 100 feet into the air and engulfed! nine vehicles. 
People stuck in the midaftemoon traffic jam caused by road 
construction jumped out of their cars and scrambled for their 
lives. Fifteen motorists waiting at the crossing were injured. The 
110 passengers aboard the 11-car Silver Star train from New York 
escaped with only minor injuries. 

Reactors shut down at Chernobyl 

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — A reactor at the Chernobyl nuclear plant 
was shut down Thursday, a news agency said, the second time this 
month that one of the facility's reactors has been halted. No 
release of radiation was reported. Reactor No. 3 was down by 
plant’s safety system after a fault was discovered in the reactor’s 
operation, the ITAR-TASS News Agency reported. The report 
did not say what the fault was. It was the second reactor shut 
down at a nuclear facility in the former Soviet Union in two days. 
A reactor at the Kola nuclear power plant in the northern Russia 
city of Murmansk was shut down Wednesday after a control valve 
seal failed, but no radiation was released, the Interfax News 
Agency reported. Thursday’s incident was the latest to plague the 
Chernobyl plant, where two reactors still function. On March 1, a 
leak in a water cooling system forced the shutdown of reactor No. 
1. That reactor has been running since December, following 
repairs that were ordered after a radiation leak at a similar 
graphite reactor outside St. Petersburg. 


2 whites 
killed in 
S. African 
attack 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Two whites were killed and two 
injured Friday in -an apparent 
racial attack when black gunmen 
firing AK 47 rifles raked rush 
hour traffic, police said. 

A black militant group, the 
Azanian People's Liberation 
Army (APLA), claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack in a telephone 
call to the South African Press 
Association (SAPA). 

The caller warned whites could 
expect further attacks in 1993, 
which he said the group has proc- 
laimed the "year of the storm,” 
SAPA reported. 

APLA, the military wing of the 
radical Pan-Africanist Congress, 
also claimed responsibility for 
several bomb and gun a trades on 
whites late last year that killed 
five people. 

Those attacks rekindled wide- 
spread fear among many whites 
of a violent backlash by the black 
majority as white and black lead- 
ers negotiate the end of apar- 
theid. 

On Friday morning, a 35 year 
old white woman and her 14- 
year-old son were killed and a' 
man and a 13-year-old girl were' 
injured when their car was attack- 
ed on a highway outside Johan- 
nesburg, police said. 

Up to six blacks in a stolen car 
carried out the attack, and also 
shot at a second car driven by a 
white woman, narrowly missing 
ber, police said. 

A man was later arrested when 
a police helicopter spotted the 
gunmen's vehicle in a black 
squatter camp, police said. 

Law and Order Minister Her- 
nus Kriel offered a 200,000 rand 
(S62.500) reward for information 
leading to the capture of the 
attackers. 

The telephone caller to SAPA 
identified himself as an APLA 
commander and said his people 
carried out the attack. 

'While APLA advocates violent 
overthrow of the white minority 
government, the PAC is partici- 
pating in negotiations with the 
government, the African Nation- 
al Congress and others on setting 
up elections for a multiracial gov- 
ernment. 

Both the government and 
ANC, the nation's leading black 
group, condemned the attacks 
on whites last year. 

Meanwhile Archbishop 
Osmond Tutu Friday made a 
direct appeal to South African 
politicians: "Get off your butts” 
and reach a swift accord on the 
nation's future. 

Speaking on Johannesburg's 
Radio 702. the Nobel Peace Prize 
winner said that three years after 
President F.W. De Herk started 
to dismantle apartheid in Febru- 
ary 1990, many people were be- 
ginning to wonder if change 
would ever take place. 


French 
Socialists 
to step aside 
in favour of 
Ecologists 

PARIS (AP) — Facing a rout in 
legislative elections, the gov- 
erning Socialist Party will order 
its candidates to step aside in run 
off voting in favour of Ecologists 
with a better first round score, 
party officials disclosed Thurs- 
day. 

The move is aimed at barring 
right wing candidates from captur- 
ing National Assembly seats by 
scoring above a left wing vote 
divided between Ecologists and 
Socialists. 

No r eci p rocity has been de- 
manded from the Ecologists, a 
coalition of two parties, the 
Greens and Generation Ecolo- 
gy- 

Socialist officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said that 
the policy will be officially 
announced Monday after the par- 
ty knows the exact status of its 
candidates from Sunday’s first 
round of voting. 

The decision v-as reportedly 
taken Wednesday by former Pre- 
mier Michel Rocard, party leader 
Laurent Fabins, and former party 
leader Lionel Jospin. 

The manoeuvre falls in line 
with Mr. Rocard's call to form a 
new left wing coalition after the 
election, bringing together 
Socialists. Ecologists, centrists 
and reform minded Communists. 

Mr. Rocard is the leading left- 
wing presidential hopeful after 
President Francois Mitterrand's 
term expires in 1995 and would 
need the support of a broad 
movement to win office. 

"This could well be a poisoned 
apple," said Dommque Voynet, 
spokeswoman for the Greens. “It 
could create the illusion that the 
Ecologists are ready to partici- 
pate in a renewal of the left-’’ 

Ms. Voynet said that the Eco- 
logists would decide Monday how 
to run in the second round. 

The Ecologists have resisted 
previous calls for an electoral 
pact, fearing being coopted. 



Residents of war-tom city of Snkbnmi search 
debris for bektngtngs after 21 hours of intense 
fighting and bombing raids ravaged the main city in 
the breakaway region of Abkhazia. ldBmg at least 


70 people. Georgian leader Ednard Shevardnadze 
p nl|p rf for an urgent ■n*gHng with Russian Pres i d en t 
Boris Yeltsin to Hfamss alleged fighting of Russian 
troops alongside separatist forces in Abkhazia (AFP 
photo) 


Georgia criticises Russia, downs plane 


TBILISI (R) — Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze accused 
Russia Friday of “unprecedented 
cynicism” over the Abkhazian 
conflict and said his forces had 
shot down a warplane believed to 
be Russian. 

In a television interview from ( 
Sukhumi, capital of the separatist 
Black Sea region, Mr. Shevard- 
nadze said he was heading for the 
scene of the incident to verify the 
information. 

But according to preliminary 
reports, it was a Sukhoi SU-17 
with Russian military markings 
and the pilot , who was lolled, was 
a Russian major, he said. 

The Russian Defence Ministry 
in Moscow said an SU-15 return- 
ing from a reconnaissance mis- 
sion had disappeared but was 
unable to confirm it bad been 
shot down. A spokesman said 
helicopters and navy ships were 
searching for the wreckage. 

If the shooting down is con- 
firmed, it is certain to exacerbate 
tensions between Russia and 
Georgia, former Soviet republics, 
which are already high over the 
Abkhazia issue. 

In his interview. Mr. Shevard- 
nadze angrily rejected charges 
made. by-Russian Defence Minis- 
ter Pavel Grachev who said 
Thursday the Georgian govern- 
ment was waging war against its 


own people. 

“It is unprecedented cynic- 
ism,” Mr. Shevardnadze retorted 
Friday. “These are ravings which 
originated in Russian intelligence 
and were imposed on Grachev." 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Mr. Grachev as saying the 
Georgian Air Force had seven 
SU-258 painted in the colours of 
Rust an Air Force and bdSring 
Russian insignia. 

“It is these planes which are 
carrying out both demonstration 
flights and the bombing of popu- 
lated areas.” Mr. Grachev said. 

"A real war is being waged in 
Georgia by the government 
against its own people.* The Geor- 
gian side is trying to smear the 
Russian Armed Forces toroake 
up for its own errors/’ 

Georgia’s Defence Ministry 
also protested about Mr. 
Grachev's remarks. He had 
already angered Georgians last 
month by visiting Russia troops in 
former Soviet bases in Abkhazia 
without first requesting permis- 
sion on even informing the Geor- 
gian govenment. 

Georgia has accused Russia of 
stirring war in the Caucasus by 
supporting the separatists, 
although Mr. Shevardnadze says 
local commanders are responsi- 
ble, and not President Boris Yelt- 
sin. 


But Mr. Grachev denied the 
charges and denounced Georgia 
for what he called “lies provoca- 
tion.” 

■ The Georgian parliament 
appealed to the United Nations 
Thursday, saying: “The events of 
recent days in Abkhazia confirm 
that Russia is expanding the 
scope of its undeclared war 
against Georgia. 

The separatists seized the 
whole of northwestern Abkhazia, 
bordering on Russia, last year 
after Georgia sent in troops to 
crush the local parliament's bid 
for greater autonomy. Hundreds 
of people have been killed. 

Fighting in the volatile, region 
flared last week after months of 
uneasy calm when *bels attacked 
Sukhumi. But the Georgian army 
said Thursday it had halted the 
offensive. 

_ Georgian military sources said 
35 soldiers and so dvfians in 
Sukhumi had ' been killed and 
more than 60 wounded. They said 
at least 300 Abkhazians had been 
killed or wounded. . 

Russian paratroops in 'the re- 
gion, a bang-over from'the for- 
mer Soviet Union, proclaimed 
their neutrality but vowed to hit 
hack if attacked. .... 

They threatened Thursday to 
shoot down any planes which 
attacked their base. 


Indian police investigate drug 
smugglers links in Bombay blasts 


BOMBAY (AP) — Police inves- 
tigating bombings that killed 
more than 300 people here are 
focusing on a wealthy family they 
believe was involved in smuggling 
gold and drugs. 

- On Friday, a small bomb hid- 
den in a motor scooter exploded 
in the crowded Khetwadi district 
of central Bombay. It caused no 
casualties and little damage, but 
it further disrupted life in this still 
tense dty. Press Trust of India 
reported. 

Bombay Police Commissioner 
Amaijeet Singh Samra said two 
men arrested Thursday had been 
paid by the Meraon family to 
park the explosive laden vehicles 
that devastated two crowded 
market places a week ago. 

Mr. Samra said India is asking 
other countries for help in tracing 
members of the Memon family, 
who left for Dubai around the 
time of the March 12 explosions. 

"The case is as good as solved. 
Now we know what happened 
and who did it. It is a case of 
getting them," he said at a news 
conference Thursday. 

Police have traced some of the 


cars and motor scooters used in 
the bombing to the Memons. who 
own several restaurants and 
hotels and who police say were 
involved in smuggling gold and 
narcotics. 

But police admit they don’t 
know if they were the planners or 
just the executioners of the bomb* 
plot. They also have offered no 
convincing motive. 

Some reports say the Memons, 
who are Muslim, lost property in 
the city’s Hindu Muslim riots in 
January, and may have sought 
vengeance against this predomi- 
nantly Hindu nation by striking at 
its financial nerve centre. 

In New Delhi, Interior Minis- 
ter S.B. Chav an has, told parlia- 
ment that India will ask Dubai to 
extradite the Memons. The two 
countries have no extradition 
treaty. 

The Statesman newspaper 
quoted unnamed police sources 
as saying the Memon brothers 
bad fled from Dubai to Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, and were seeking 
asylum in Pakistan, India's hos- 
tile neighbour. 

Mr. Samra said the two men 


arrested Thursday told intertoga- 
tors that they were each paid $160 
to handle the vefaides, without 
knowing that they were packed 
with explosives. 

"They are not great conspir- 
ators,” he said. 

Thursday's arrests brought to 
nine the number of people de- 
tained so far in die 13 blasts that 
ripped through skyscrapers, 
apartment buildings and hotels 
oven a two hour period. More 
than 1,100 people were wounded 
and 317 were killed. 

Meanwhile, police in Calcutta 
recovered 20 crudely made 
bombs while clearing the rubble 
from an explosion that killed 86 
people Wednesday, according to 
Press Trust of India. 

A worker clearing the debris 
was crushed under bricks and was 
hospitalised in critical condition 
Friday morning, police said. 

Investigators have found no 
line between the bombings in 
Bombay and the explosion in 
Calcutta. They were trying to see 
if the Calcutta blast was caused 
by a bomb or by stored explosives 
•that accidentally blew up. 


Hong Kong bill must be law by July 21 — official 


HONG KONG (R) — A senior 
Hong Kong official said Friday 
the colony’s democratic reform 
bill bad to become law by July 21 
despite warning from China that 
the Sino-British storm would in- 
tensify unless the reforms were 
halted. 

Secretary for Constitutional 
Affairs Michael Sze said delay 
beyond July would give author- 
ities too little time to prepare for 
local elections next year covered 
try the legislation. 

“We need to know first of all 
whether people 18 years and 
above would be entitled to vote 
before we can proceed with our 
voter registration drive in earnest 
in 1994, Mr. Sze told a special 
finance committee hearing on 
Hong Kong’s 1993 budget. 

“We also need to know whether 
afl district board members are to 
be directly elected and that 
argues very strongly for the bill to 
be cm die statute books by the 
July 21 this year.” 

Hie reforms include reduction 
of the voting age from 21 to 18 
and the ending of non-elected 
seats on local district boards. 

Hong Kong officials said ear- 
lier that March 31 was the earliest 
date that Governor Chris Patten’s 
frill, winch triggered fury from 


Peking when it was published last 
week, could go to the legislature. 

Zheng Guoxiong, a vice- 
director of the Xinhua News 
Agency branch in Hong Kong, 
told reporters the progress of the 
legislation had tobalt. 

"We hope that the British 
Hong Kong authorities wBl not 
do anything which will damage 
Sino-British ties further,” he said 
when asked bow China would 
respond to moves to give the bill 
its first reading in the legislative 
council. 

China accused Mr. Patten of 
driving down stock prices “like a 
small thief in tire market place” 
and warned residents of tire Brit- 
ish colony to watch their wallets. 

In a particularly virions person- 
al attack on Mr. Patten, the 
official People’s Daily Friday car- 
ried a co mmen t a ry implying that 
Britain was deliberately creating 
economic chaos in Hong Kong to 
cause instability before its 1997 
handover to China. 

“As Patten picks his fight, 
Hong Kong people should watch 
their wallets,” a commentary in 
the newspaper's overseas edition 
said. 

Mr. Patten's dispute with 
mg over his plan for fimi 


democratic reforms in the colony 
has deteriorated into furious 
nams-calling. 

“The small thief at the market 
place will create a commotion 
and then take advantage of those 
who gather to watch,” the news- 
paper said. 

Carefully-timed Chinese blasts 
at Mr. Patten's reform package 
: \ve set off boots of stock dump- 
■■■4 among Hong Kong investors 
u ■ >med about the colony's transi- 
ii" i to Chinese rule in 1997. 

‘citing's state editorialists have 
k. pt their poison pens particular- 
h sharp during the current ses- 
sion of the country’s rubber- 
stamp parliament, saying Mr. 
Patten -will be “condemned by 
history” and China will never 
tolerate his insults. 

China upped its ante consider- 
ably Thursday when Trade Minis- 
ter Li Landing warned that Brit- 
ish economic interest would “in- 
evitably be affected” if London 
does not back down. 

The People’s Daily commen- 
tary blamed Mr. Patten for Hong 
Ikfflg’s recent stock swings and 
accused him of abetting “thieves” 
rushing to strip Hong Kong of its 
wealth before Britain gives up 
strof. 

past four months. 



Patten has caused two major 
drops on the Hong Kong Stock 
Market, creating panic selling 
and leading to total losses of 320 
billion Hong Kong dollars ($40 
billion).” the People’s Daily said. 

“Where did this 320 billion 
dollars go? It did not drift up to 
the skies like smoke, or flow into 
the sea like water droplets. While 
Patten was. playing ax ‘politics,’ 
most of it went straight into the 
hands of ‘thieves.”’ 

“Perceptive Hong Kong people 
have already seen through Mr. 
Patten’s war on stocks and are 
accusing him of deliberately caus- 
ing an accident to harm Hong 
Kong people.” 

“With one stroke of his hand 
he causes the stock market to 
jump and (five, swallowing in 
several days the wealth Hong 
Kong has accumulated over 
several years." 

The People’s Daily said Mr. 
Patten was “resorting to the tac- 
tics of old-style colonialists forced 
to leave the places they invaded” 
by trying to make as economic 
mess pf Hong Kong before 1997. 

“Creating political trouble and 
economic losses is not a smart 
policy. Our Hong Kong compat- 
riots should be careful and defend 
themselves.” 


Woody Allen says 
psychiatrists 
exonerate him 

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 

/AP) Woody Allen has said 

that a team of child abuse experts 
cleared him of Mia Farrow’s 
allegation that he sexually abused 
their adopted 7-year-old daugh-: 
ter. Allen, 57, was accused of 
molesting the child. Dylan, In 
August at the Bridgewater home 
of Farrow, Allen's companion 
and favourite leading lady for 12 
veara before a bitter split last 
summer. As part of a state police 
investigation of the aljegatkuis. 
Dr. John Leventhal, director of 
the Yale-New Haven Child Set 
Abuse Clinic, had been 
with Allen, Farrow and Dylan 
since thanksgiving. Allen and 
Farrow met for a 2 Yi hours-with. 
Dr. Leventhal and two clinical 
social workers trained to detect 
child sexual abuse Thursday? 
Allen then proclaimed to a small 
army of reporters and photon 
graphers that he had been 
deared. He said the report found, 
that “I never ever used rnty 
daughter, that no sexual abuse 
took place.” Allen said he in- 
tended to seek custody of Dylan 
and his other children immediate- 
ly. 

Fergie says sheis 
scapegoat for royals 

LONDON (R) — The Duchess 1 
of York, estranged wife of Princ^ 
Andrew, believes she is’ a 
scapegoat for Britain’s troubled 
royals, tabloid newspapers said 
Friday. The duchess, known as 
Fergie because of her maiden 
name Sarah Ferguson, was re- 
ported to have made the remark 
to the editor of a society maga- 
zine. "It’s always may who has to 
carry the can,” the flame-haired 
duchess was quoted by the Daily 
Express and Today as saying. 
“It’s always me fault, and I've 
had enough of it. That's why I 
want out of the whole thing so I 
can get on with my life and stop 
being blamed for everything.” 
The duchess, who separated from 
Queen Elizabeth's second son 
one year ago. was reported to 
have added: Tm so tired of 
carrying tire can for all of them. 
I’ve been the scapegoat of .the 
Waleses for the past four years.’* 
Today’s headline, referring to 
Prince Charles and Princess Di- 
ana who are also separated, was: 
“Fergie lashes out at Charles and 
Di.” The decision of tire beir to 
throne and Princess Diana to five 
apart, but not divorce, cappe&ta 
nightmare year for the royals in 
1992, described by the queen as 
an “annus horribilis.” In January 
that year, photographs were pub- 
lished of the duchess cavorting on 
holiday with an American friend, 
causing a furore when they were 
published. ; 

World’s tallest 
woman In critical 
condition 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 
woman listed by the Guinness 
Book Of Records as the tallest 
woman in the world was hospital- 
ised in critical condition with 
respiratory problems. Sandjf 
Allen, 37, is 7 feet IV ’*■ inches (2 2 
metres) tall. She was admitted to 
Methodist hospital Tuesday. She 
was working as a secretary at the 
State Board of Animal Health in 
Indianapolis when she was certi- 
fied by Guinness editors as the 
tallest living woman. Ms. Allen 
was born in Chicago but has spent 
much of her life in Indiana. “I 
like to think of myself as one of 
Indiana’s biggest natural re- 
sources,” she said in a 1987 m'ter- 
view. “I can't do anything about 
my size. In fact, Tm proud of it 
now, even though at one time- 1 
wasn’t.” Ms. Allen appeared 1 . in 
Fedenco Fellini’s film Casanova, 
and a Canadian documentary, 
Being Different. Over the 
she developed arthritis and curyat 
tore of tire spine and underwent 
Operations to remove tumours 
from her pituitary gland, winch 
influences growth. 

French army's 
pigeon squadrons 
to become civilians 

PARIS (AP) — The homing j) 
geons whose .squadrons' bar 
braved bullets, shells and poise 
gas for France’s military in near 
a century of service are about I 
become civilians. The FreiK 
Senate is expected to pass a' bi 
on April 2 ending the requin 
ment that pigeon fanciers regisfl 
their 3 million birds with '.ti 
police and Defence Ministry 
possible wartime call up. Tin 
will still remain in reserve, but.’ 
an era of satellite commute 
tions, using winged messengers! 
ferry orders or requests for art* 
jery support is obsolete. T® 
birds will now be registered 
the National Federation of ? 
geon Breeders and Race! 1 






